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PREFACE. 



It may not be unnecessary to inform the Reader, that the 
following Reflections had their origin in a correspondence 
between the Author and a very young gentlemen at Paris, 
who did him the honour of desiring his opinion upon the 
important transactions, which then, and ever since, have 
so much occupied the attention of all men. An answer was 
written some time in the month of October, 1789 ; but it was 
kept back upon prudential considerations. That letter is 
alluded to in the beginning of the following sheets. It has 
been since forwarded to the person to whom it was addressed. 
The reasons for the delay in sending it were assigned in 
a short letter to the same gentleman. This produced on his 
part a new and pressing application for the Author's senti- 
ments. 

The Author began a second and wvorc^ l\Ki. ^vskjqssvcs^ «3^ 
the subject. This he had some t\\ous\v\s 0I va^s^^^^w^xvi, ^-^^^^ 



in (he last spring ; but the matter gaining upon him, he 
found that what hi! had undertaken not only far exceeded IliB 
measure of a letter, buE that its importance required rather a 
more detailed consideration than at tJial time he had any 
leisure to liesfow upon It. However, having thrown down 
his first thoughts in the form of a letter, and indeed, when he 
sat down to write, having intended it for a private letter, 
he found it difficult to change the form of address, when his 
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Dear Sir, 

You are pleased to call again, and with some earnestness, 
for my thoughts on the late proceedings in France. I will not give 
you reason to imagine, that I think my sentiments of such value as 
to wish myself to be solicited about them. They are of too little 
consequence to be very anxiously either communicated or withheld. 
It was from attention to you, and to you only, that I hesitated at the 
time when you first desired to receive them. In the first letter I had 
the honour to write to you, and which at length I send, I wrote 
neither for nor from any description of men ; nor shall 1 in this. My 
ei^rs, if any, are my own. My reputation alone is to answer 
for them. 

You see. Sir, by the. long letter I have transmitted to you, that, 
though I do most heartily wish that France may be animated by a 
' spirit of rational liberty, and that I think you bound, in all honest 
policy, to provide a permanent body, in which that spirit may reside, 
and an effectual organ by which it may act, it is my misfortune to 
entertain great doubts concerning several material points in your 
late transactions. 

You imagined, when you wrote last, that I might possibly be 
reckoned among the approvers of certain proceedings in France, 
from the solemn public seal of sanction they have received Ctcs'sv \.n«^ 
clubs of gentlemen in London, ca\\e^ \)cv<t Oix&>C\V>\\x^'o2^ 
the Revolution Society. » 
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altogether so well deserve. It is a policy that has very much the com- 
plexion of a fraud. 

I flatter myself that I love a manly, moral, regulated liberty as 
well as any gentleman of that society, be he who he will ; and 
perhaps I have given as good proofs of my attachment to that 
cause, in the whole course of my public conduct. I think I envy 
liberty as little as they do, to any other nation. But I cannot stand 
forward, and give praise or blame to anything which relates to 
human actions, and human concerns, on a simple view of the object, 
as it stands stripped of every relation, in all the nakedness and 
solitude of metaphysical abstraction. Circumstances (which with some 
gentlemen pass for nothing) give in reality to every political principle 
its distinguishing colour, and discriminating effect. The circum- 
stances arc what render every civil and political scheme beneficial or 
noxious to mankind. Abstractedly speaking, government, as well as 
liberty, is good ; yet could I, in common sense, ten years ago, have 
felicitated France on her enjoyment of a government (for she then 
had a government) without inquiry what the nature of that govern- 
ment was, or how it was administered ? Can I now congratulate the 
same nation upon its freedom ? Is it because liberty in the abstract 
may be classed amongst the blessings of mankind, that I am seriously 
to felicitate a madman, who has escaped from the protecting restraint 
and wholesome darkness of his cell, on his restoration to the enjoy- 
ment of light and liberty ? Am I to congratulate a highwayman and 
murderer, who has broke prison, upon the recovery of his natural 
rights? This would be to act over again the scene of the criminals 
condemned to the galleys, and their heroic deliverer, the metaphysic 
Knight of the Sorrowful Countenance. 

When I see the spirit of liberty in action, I see a strong principle 
at work ; and this, for a while, is all I can possibly know of it. The 
wild gas, the fixed air, is plainly broke loose : but we ought to 
suspend our judgment until the first effervescence is a little subsidetl, 
till the liquor is cleared, and until we see something deeper than the 
agitation of a troubled and frothy surface. I mnst be tolerably sure, 
before I venting publicly to congratulate men upon a blessing, that 
they have really received one. Flattery corrupts both the reoe-w^c*. 
and the giver; and adulation Is not ot \viox?l ^'stNvc.-t va '^^-vjie^'^s'^^^ 
than to kings. 1 should there^oTC swspexv^ to?j tQTv«g,x-ax>^^xvc»s».«^ 
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Wtigf of Great Britain, who most certainly does not owe his high 
office to any form of popular election, is in no respect better than 
the rest of the gang of usurpers, who reign, or rather rob, all over 
the face of this our miserable world, without any sort of right or title 
to the allegiance of their people. The policy of this general doctrine, 
so qualified, is evident enough. The propagators of this political 
gospel are in hopes their abstract principle (their principle that a 
popular choice is necessary to the legal existence of the sovereign 
magistracy) would be overlooked whilst the king of Great Britain 
was not affected by it. In the mean time the ears of their congrega*. 
tions would be gradually habituated to it, as if it were a first prin- 
ciple admitted without dispute. For the present it would only 
operate as a theory, pickled in the preserving juices of pulpit elo- 
quence, and laid by for future use. Condo et contpono quee mox 
depromere Possint. By this policy, whilst our government is soothed 
with a reservation in its favour, to which it has no claim, the security, 
which it has in common with all governments, so far as opinion 
is security, is taken away. 

Thus these politicians proceed, whilst little notice is taken of their 
doctrines ; but when they come to be examined upon the plain mean- 
ing of their words and the direct tendency of their doctrines, then 
equivocations and slippery constructions come into play. When they 
say the king owes his crown to the choice of his people, and is there- 
fore the only lawfu^ sovereign in the world, they will perhaps tell us 
they mean to say no more than that some of the king's predecessors 
have been called to the throne by some sort of choice ; and therefore 
he owes his crown to the choice of his people. Thus, by a miserable 
subterfuge, they hope to render their proposition safe, by rendering 
it nugatory. They are welcome to the asylum they seek for their 
offence, since they take refuge in their folly. For, if you admit this 
interpretation, how does their idea of election differ from our idea of 
inheritance ? And how does the settlement of the crown in the Bruns- 
wick line derived from James the First, come to legalize our monarchy, 
rather than that of any of the neighbouring countries ? At some time 
or other, to be sure, all the banners of dynasties were chosen by 
those who called them to govern. There is ground enough for the 
opinion that all the kingdoms of Europe were, aA. la^'t^wv^vt^^xva^^ 
elective, with more or fewer \\m\ta\\oxt5 Viv >Cftft, <5^\wi«. ^^ Ocvw-e^N ^ 
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whatever kings might have been here or elsewhere, a thousand yeant 
ago, or in whatever manner the ruling dynasties of England or 
France may have begun, the King of Great Britain is at this day 
king by a fixed rule of succession, according to the laws of his coun- 
try ; and whilst the legal conditions of the compact of sovereignty 
"are performed by him (as they are performed) he holds his crown in 
contempt of thfc choice of the Revolution Society, who have not a 
single vote for a king amongst them, either individually or collectively ; 
though I make no doubt they would soon erect themselves into an 
electoral college, if things were ripe to give effect to their claim. His 
majesty's heirs and successors, each in his time and order, will come 
to the crown with th^ same contempt of their choice with which his 
majesty has succeeded to that he wears. 

Whatever may be the success of evasion in explaining away the 
gross error oi/act, which supposes that his majesty (thoug^h he holds 
it in concurrence with the wishes) owes his grown to the choice of his 
people, yet nothing can evade their full explicit declaration, concern- 
ing the principle of a right in the people to choose, which right is 
directly maintained, and tenaciously adhered to. All the oblique 
insinuations concerning election bottom in this proposition, and are re- 
ferable to it. Lest the foundation of the king's exclusive legal title 
should pass for a mere rant of adulatory freedom, the political Divine 
proceeds dogmatically to assert,* that by the principles of the Revo- 
lution the people of England have acquired three fundamental rights, 
all which, with him, compose one system, and lie together in one 
short sentence ; namely, that we have acquired a right 

1. ' To choose our own governors.' 

2. ' To cashier them for misconduct.' 

3. ' To frame a government for ourselves.* 

This new, and hitherto unheard-of bill of rights, though made in the 
name of the whole people, belongs to those gentlemen and their fac- 
tion only. The body of the people of England have no share in it 
They utterly disclaim it. They will resist the practical assertion of 
it with their lives and fortunes. They are bound to do so by the 
laws of their country, made at the time of that very Revolution, which 
is appealed to in favour of the fictitious rights claimed by the society 
which abuses its name. 

* P. 34, Discourse on the Love of out Country, ov Dr Price. 
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These gentlemen of the Old Jewry, in all their reasonings on the 
Revolution of z688, have a revolution which happened in England 
about forty years before, and the late French revolution, so much be- 
fore their eyes, and in their hearts, that they are constantly confound- 
ing all the three together. It is necessary that we should se|>arate 
what they confound. We must recall their erring fancies to the acts 
of the Revolution which we revere, for the discovery of its true prin- 
ciples. If the principles of the Revolution of 1688 are any where to 
be found, it is in the statute called the Declaration of Right. In 
that most wise, sober, and considerate declaration, drawn up by great 
lawyers and great statesmen, and not by warm and inexperienced 
enthusiasts, not one word is said, not one suggestion made, of a 
general right * to choose our own governors; to cashier them for mis- 
conduct ; and Xafortn a government for ourselves* 

This Declaration of Right (the act of the 1st of William and Mary, 
sess. 2, ch. 2} is the comer-stone of our constitution, as reinforced, 
explained, improved, and in its fundamental principles for ever settled. 
It is called 'An act for declaring the rights and liberties of the sub- 
ject, and for settling the succession of the crown.' You will observe, 
that these rights and this succession are declared in one body, and 
bound indissolubly together. 

A few years after this period, a second opportunity offered for 
asserting a right of election to the crown. On the prospect of a total 
failure of issue from King William, and from the Princess, afterwards 
Queen Anne, the consideration of the settlement of the crown, and of 
a further security for the liberties of the people, again came before 
the legislature. Did they this second time make any provision for 
legalizing the crown on the spurious Revolution-principles of the Old 
Jewry? No. They followed the principles which prevailed in the 
Declaration of Right ; indicating with more precision the persons who 
were to inherit in the Protestant line. This act also incorporated, by 
the same policy, our liberties, and an hereditary succession in the 
same act. Instead of a right to chnose our own governors, they de- 
clared that the succession in that line (the Protestant line drawn from 
James the First) was absolutely necessary * for the peace, quiet, and 
security of the realm,' and that it was equally urgent on tKewv ' vv^ 
maintain a certainty in the succession ^\v«t<:o1,\»^'^'^^'^*''^'^^^''^^ 
may safely have recourse fot tVvcVt ^xo\.e.cX\owr ^o"0^^«s«-"*''=-'^'*'^ 
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Quitting the dry, imperative style of an act of parliameilt, he makes 
the Lords and Commons fall to a pious, legislative ejaculation, and 
declare, that they consider it ' as a marvellous providence, and mer- 
ciful goodness of God to this nation, to preserve their said majesties 
royal persons, most happily to reign over us on the throne of their 
ancestors^ for which, from the bottom of their hearts, they return 
their humblest thanks and praises.' — ^The legislature plainly had in 
view the act of recognition of the first of Queen Elizabeth, Chap. 3rd, 
and that of James the First, Chap, ist, both acts strongly declaratory 
of the inheritable nature of the crown ; and in many parts they follow, 
with a nearly literal precision, the words, and even the form of thanks- 
giving, which is found in these old declaratory statutes. 

The two houses, in the act of King William, did not thank God that 
they had found a fair opportunity to assert a right to choose their own 
governors, much less to make an election the only lawful title to the 
crown. Their having been in a condition to avoid the very appear- 
ance of it, as much as possible, was by them considered as a provi- 
dential escape. They threw a politic, well-wrought veil over every 
circumstance tending to weaken the rights, which in the meliorated 
order of succession they meant to perpetuate, or which might furnish 
a precedent for any future departure from what they had then settled 
for ever. Accordingly, that they might not relax the nerves of their 
monarchy, and that they might preserve a close conformity to the 
practice of their ancestors, as it appeared in the declaratory statutes 
of Queen Mary * and Queen Elizabeth, in the next clause they vest, 
by recognition, in their majesties, all the legal prerogatives of the 
crown, declaring, 'that- in them they are most ^/^/iT)^, rightfully, and 
intirely invested, incorporated, united, and annexed.' In the clause 
which follows, for preventing questions, by reason of any pretended 
titles to the crown, they declare (observing also in this the traditionary 
language along with the traditionary policy of the nation, and repeat- 
ing as from a rubric the language of the preceding acts of Elizabeth 
and James) that on the preserving * a certainty in the succession 
thereof, the unity, peace, and tranquillity of this nation doth, uudet 
God, wholly depend.' 

They knew that a doubtful title of succession would but too mugh 
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those who exercise any authority, under any name, or under any title 
in the state. The House of Lords, for instance, is not morally competent 
to dissolve the Hous6 of Commons ; no, nor even to dissolve itself, 
nor to abdicate, if it would, its portion in the legislature of the kingdom. 
Though a king may abdicate for his own person, he caimot abdicate 
for the monarchy. By as strong, or by a stronger reason, the House 
of Commons cannot renounce its share of authority. The engagement 
and pact of society, which generally goes by the name of the constitu- 
tion, forbids such invasion and such surrender. The constituent parts 
of a state are obliged to hold their public faith with each other, and 
with all those who derive any serious interest under their engage- 
ments, as much as the whole state is bound to keep its faith with 
separate communities. Otherwise competence and power would soon 
be confounded, and no law be left but the will of a prevailing force. 
On this principle the succession of the crown has always been what it 
now is, an hereditary succession by law : in the old line it was a suc- 
cession by the common law ; in the new by the statute law, operating 
on the principles of the common law, not changing the substance, but 
regulating the mode, and describing the persons. Both these de- 
scriptions of law are of the same force, and are derived from an equal 
authority, emanating from the common agreement and original com- 
pact of the state, communi spofisione reipublicte, and as such are 
equally binding on king, and people too, as long as the terms are ob- 
served, and they continue the same body politic. 

It is far from impossible to reconcile, if we do not suffer ourselves' 
to be entangled in the mazes of metaphysic sophistry, the use both of 
a fixed rule and an occasional deviation ; the sacredness of an here- 
ditary principle of succession in our government, with a power of 
change in its application in cases of extreme emergency. Even In 
that extremity {if we take the measure of our rights by our exercise 
of them at the Revolution) the change is to be confined to the pec- 
cant part only ; to the part which produced the necessary deviation ; 
and even then it is to be effected without a decomposition of the 
whole civil and political mass ; for the purpose of originating a new 
civil order out of the first elements of society. 

A state without the means of some change is without the mea^^M. 
of its conservation. Without such nvtaxvs,' "\V xevv^v t>i«i».'c\^«-'^'^"^^=^ 
of that part of the consUtuUoti v*\ucV Vt vjS^te^ <iafc ^^v x*S^^««=^^ 
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see, that it leaves positive authority in very few of the positive insti- 
tutions of this country. When such an unwarrantable maxim is once 
established, that no throne is lawful but the elective, no one act of 
the princes who preceded their aera of fictitious election can be valid. 
Do these theorists mean to imitate some of their predecessors, who 
dragged the bodies of our antient sovereigns out of the quiet of their 
tombs? Do they mean to attaint and disable backwards all the kings 
* that have reigned before the Revolution, and consequently to stain 
the throne of England with the blot of a continual usurpation ? Do 
they mean to invalidate, annul, or to call into question, together with 
the titles of the whole line of our kings, that great body of our statute 
law which passed under those whom they treat as usurpers ? to annul 
laws of inestimable value to our liberties — of as great value at least 
as any which have passed at or since the period of the Revolution ? 
If kings who did not owe their crown to the choice of their people, 
had no title to make laws, what will become of the statute de tallagio 
fion concedendo ? — of the petition of right ? — of the act of habeas cor- 
pus? Do these new doctors of the rights of men presume to assert, 
that King James the Second, who came to the crown as next of 
blood, according to the rules of a then unqualified -succession, was 
not to all intents and purposes a lawful king of England, before he 
had done any of those acts which were justly construed into an abdi- 
cation of his crown ? If he was not, much trouble in parliament 
might have been saved at the period these gentlemen commemorate. 
But King James was a bad king with a good title, and not an 
usurper. The princes who succeeded according to the act of parlia- 
ment which settled the crown on the Electress Sophia and on her de- 
scendants, being Protestants, came in as much by a title of inherit- 
ance as King James did. He came in according to the law, as it 
stood at his accession to the crown ; and the princes of the House cf 
Brunswick came to the. inheritance of the crown, not by election, but 
by the law, as it stood at their several accessions of Protestant de- 
scent and inheritance, as I hope I have shewn sufficiently. 

The law by which this royal family is specifically destined to the 
succession, is the act of the 12th and 13th of King William. The 
terms of this act bind * us and our heirs^ and our posterity ^\.<i> NkNR.'wv^ 
their heirs, and their posterity; bem^ "PtCiVes.\a.T*&, \» >Jc«. ^"^^^\^ 
time, in the same words as the I>ec\aita.uoi\ ol'^^'^'^"^^^^^^^ ^"^ 
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T^ritain obeys no other person ; all othtr persons are individually, 
and collectively too, under him, and owe to him a legal obedience. 
The law, which knows neither to flatter nor to insult, calls this high 
magistrate, not our servant, as this humble Divine calls him, but 
' our sovereign Lord the King; ' and we, on our parts, have learned 
to speak only the primitive language of the law, and not the con- 
fused jargon of their Babylonian pulpits. 

As he is not to obey us, but as we are to obey the law in him, our 
constitution has made no sort of provision towards rendering him, as 
a ser^'ant, in any degree responsible. Our constitution knows 
nothing of a magistrate like the yusticia of Arragon ; nor of any 
court legally appointed, nor of any process legally settled, for 
submitting the king to the responsibility belonging to all servants. 
In this he is not distinguished from the Commons and the Lords; who, 
in their several public capacities, can never be called to an account 
for their conduct ; although the Revolution Society chooses to assert, 
in direct opposition to one of the wisest and most beautiful parts of 
our constitution, that ' a king is no more than the first servant of the 
public, created by it, and responsible to it. * 

111 would our ancestors at the Revolution have deserved their 
fame for wisdom, if they had found no security^ for their free- 
dom, but in rendering their government feeble in its operations, 
and precarious in its tenure ; if they had been able to contrive no 
better remedy against arbitrary power than civil confusion. Let 
these gentlemen state who that representative public is to whom 
they will affirm the king, as a servant, to be responsible. It will he 
then time enough for me to produce to them the positive statute law 
which affirms that he is not. 

. The ceremony of cashiering kings, of which these gentlemen 
talk so much at their ease, can rarely, if ever, be performed without 
force. It then becomes a case of war, and not of constitution. 
Laws are commanded to hold their tongues amongst arms ; and 
tribunals fall to the ground with the peace they are no longer able 
to uphold. The Revolution of 1688 was obtained by a just war, in 
the only case in which any war, and much more a civil war, 
can be just. *Justa bella quibus necessaria.* The question of 
dethroning, or, if these gentlemen like the phrase. V»\Xk«^'' ^».'^nrxv^'^ 
kings,' will always be, as it \\as aiVNVSs >o^«v, ^sx «».v»M^«ic^-^^^ 
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heritance we have taken care not to inoculate any cyon alien to the 
nature of the original plant. All the reformations we have hitherto 
made, have proceeded upon the principle of reference to antiquity ; 
and I hope, nay I am persuaded, that all those which iwssibiy may 
be made hereafter, will be carefully formed upon analogical precedent, 
authority, and example. 

Our oldest reformation is that of Magna Charta. You will see 
that Sir Edward Coke, that great oracle of our law, and indeed all 
the great men who follow him down to Blackstone,* are industrious 
to prove the pedigree of our liberties. They endeavour to prove, that 
the antient charter, the Magna Charta of King John, was connected 
with another positive charter from Henry I., and that both the one 
and the other were nothing more than a re-affirmance of the still more 
antient standing law of the kingdom. In the matter of fact, for the 
greater part, these authors appear to be in the right ; perhaps not 
alwa3's : but if the lawyers mistake in some particulars, it proves my 
position still the more strongly ; because it demonstrates the powerful 
prepossession towards antiquity, with which the minds of all our law- 
yers and legislators, and of all the people whom they wish to influence, 
have been always filled ; and the stationary policy of this kingdom 
in considering their most sacred rights and franchises as an inherit" 
ance. 

In the famous law of the 3rd of Charles I., called the Petition of 
Rights the parliament says to the king, * Your subjects have //rA^rtV^^/ 
this freedom ; ' — claiming their franchise not on abstract principles as 
' the rights of men,' but as the rights of Englishmen, and as a patrimony 
derived from their forefathers. Selden, and the other profoundly 
learned men, who drew this petition of right, were as woll acquainted, 
at least, with all the general theories concerning the ' rights of men,* 
as any of the discoursers in our pulpits, or on your tribune ; — full as 
well as Dr Price, or as the Abb€ Seyes. But, for reasons worthy of 
that practical wisdom which superseded their theoretic science, they 
preferred this positive, recorded, hereditary title, to all which can be 
dear to the man and the citizen, — to that vague speculative right, 
which exposed their siu-e inheritance to be scrambled for and torn to 
pieces by every wUd litigious spirit. 

• See Blackstone's Magna Oaila, ^tviAA^«x^'«Sst^, '^'^^%. 
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d cnmnHKi law q( Europe tnclioratcd and adap' 
uite — by rellowing wise ejtamples you wtjuld h* 
^cs oT wisdom to llie world. You would bi'^e^ 
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[[U( (0 ft condition more fipLcDdid, hut ddi more happy. Yoq hid 
.oath and ca&y career of fdidty and glory Uid open tc 
1 any thing t«arded in th e history oS th: world ; but 
m Uial difficulty a good rtH- man. 

lunptuoiis spKubtions which hove taught yi 

Lcir predeceisDrs, and all their contemporariea, ana ev 

uc1y4, until the moment izi which tliey bccniae trulj 

following cnou Iflise lights, France has boughc . . _ . 

mities at a bigher price than any oaljoa hoa purchased tlK laOBr 

luivocal ^estin^ t France basboughE " ' ' . ™ -^ 







oU the unhnppy cdrraptiDju that luoaljy were the dutasc of wealth 

France, by the perfidy of her LradcrA. has utterly disgraced Ihe 
tone of Idiuoht coimdl m the cahlneu of priacei, and disarmed it of 
Lt9 most potent tDjn[:a. Sbe haK UDCtified the dark 5uspidou« matltnf 
of tyrannous diatrusc ; and taught ktDB« to trctnble at {what wiU 
hereafter be called) the delusive plausibilitiea of raoial pDlitkiau. 

whoauDfltlheirdcHrutuiDti, bylcadingtheireasy good-nature, under 
fipcciotia pretcuees, to admit camtHnations of bold and lailhLes men 

elae}uanitrDpacab[eca1aimtytoyDuaridtODiaflLind, RcneDiber that 
your parliament of Paris told your knife that in taJIine Ihc slates ti> 

providlo^ for the support of the throne- It is right that theu men 
&hmild lUde their heads. It is ri^t that they should bear their port 
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Id llujr progrcv wilh )iltlc, or raiher wiibnaopiKMidaaatalL t 
whul* ounlb w» more like a Iriumphal procession than the jnp 
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thdr hinuHd land, Uuiih 

DlHjti 

llili linAircid choice, Ih 
hml* iinanaiiHlable, If w* 
MuhmalAiieiiihlyi ] do b< 



ie ef all waa plain (n 







KLclhan^llhefo 








f this ABembly 


ut by ia title 


■i;d function, ng 




uldpai 




00 anylhing dm 


rcKnerahle. In 


thBLlighl 


lh.mi 


doTaninqirirtr, 




haa awful iioaEB 


ai that 




IiK. mid wiHlotn 


f a whole people collected iiiU n 


focus, wo 








DE> exvo of tlie 






. iDEtud at hi 


meahle. Ihey w 


™ld appear only- 






er.Tiofijpcrion, 


no aitilicial insti- 




. cat. make the 


nen of whom ■ 


ly nyMeni of au- 


Ihorily it 


cumiioMd, any other than God, andnatm 


■e, and eduialiod, 


jmdLhrir 




f UTe have oodt 


ti^m. Capaci 


at beyond Hick 


the pf opl 




otiosi«. Vlrt 


eaodoisdoinir 


lay be the objects 


of ihdr choice: 


lut their choice M 


infers neftherth 


one pot Ihe other 


an .hu« 


poo whom llwy lay Ihclt 
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T I had read over the lift of the petEOns and descriptionB 
iota the Tirn Etui, nothnie which they afterwaidi did 
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ime of Khining talcnist hut of uny pratrEical Ek- 
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EB of the budy which constitutes its 
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tiie worst dcHgm of tlieit tcAders. 
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[ respectably cgmpo&ed^ in point of condition in lift, of p 

property, of educadun, aod of sitcb baUts an cntdrgb and 
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number would not, beyond tbe < 



general of Ftana 
e Tbitd E.-Ltata c 



of both into the hacdi of the third. In ha, the wticde pm 
state wDa man resolved mlo thai body. Its due CODpolitla 
thererore of infiailely the greatet importance. 

Judge, Su*. nf my nirprize, when I found that a very j[ 
portion of the Assembly (a nnijorily, I believe, sf the mac 
Htlendedj wae composed of pmctiiioners in the lair. It < 
posed notofdiitinguishedmagiBtrates, who bad given pledp 
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with DO Email dcEtee of Hwe. T 
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authority placed in the hands of me 
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uanal and faculty tabils, and, as it were, iqyeltrati; in Ihe recummt 
ctnplnymenc of thai muTov circle, Ihey ue ralhcc disabled ihan 
qiinlified far whaleVBT depends DD the knowledge of maakiDd, on ex- 
perience in miired al^in, on a CDrnprehcnsive conaected "^ew of the 
various complicated ellennll and intemal ioterests which go Iq the 
forraali™ nf that muldfarious thing called a alale. 

Afier ill, if the House of Crnntnons were lo hare sn wliony pm- 
fcssisnal and faculty compoBlioo, what is Ihe power of the House of 
ConunonB, drcumscribed and thuc in by the immoveable bameis of 
inws, usages, positive nlea of doctrine and practice, connterpoiaed 
hy the Ueuse of Lords, and every mcmetit of its existence nt Ihe d!s- 

power of die House of Commona, direct or indirect, is indeed gteBt ; 
and long my It be able to preserve its greHtaeMS, and (he spirit be^ 

can keep the breakers of law in India from becoRung Uie makers of 
law foe England. The power, hoivever, of the House of CosiTnons, 
when least dinunislied, is as m drop of water in the ocean, compared 

Thai Assemhly, since the dettmctiou of the ordeis, has no funda- 





i3itmt3t, ansamctiaa, and lua tl plunder, which nothiiu! hs EhW 
: appeared from the beginDow 



AJDnty of ihe Thiid Esiaic, in cohjonciiod witb 
action of thti nobilitr. would incvibbLy become 



the fipoH sad; 



vC s dignity which they pamke wilh olhen. To be atuched lo the 
lubdiraioii, ta Idvq ihe linle ptauioQ we bclati; la in mdcty, is ifa« 
£re( prindple fche Berm u iC were) of pobUc aOiscdoTU. ll is tho 
Erst link in Ihc tcrics by which we proceed Uwardi n l<»e IQ oar 

but bsd men would juslify il in sbiLse, noDS bul Irailon would bgnu 

There WECE. in the time oT our civil troubles in England [I du nut 

persons, like the thcD Enrl ot Kolhind, cho by tbemselvn'Dr ibeii 
fntniiios had brnugbL an adium an the Ihrone, by the prodigal i]u- 
penaation of ils l»UDtMS toWnrdft them^ who nf^erwardfi joined in the 
rcbellltrnH aruing from Ihe diacDDtcnta of which they wen tticmnlFu 
Ihe cauK ; men who helped to lubven thai Ibmne lo which Ihey 
oweii, some of them, theit ejiistenee, Mhen all that powec which Ibsy 

rapacious denuindB of that son of people, or that othen are po 
mitted to partalfe in Ihe objects they would EngroaB, revenge and 

founded Ijy the complicatiDQ of distempered passions, Ihcir lenson is 
disEurbed : their views become rast and perpleied : to others if>ex- 
plicablei ID thensclvo uncertak. lliiy find, on all tiia, bouods 

the fog and haae of conJuaioa all is enlarged, and appears without 
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he pnpoKd, and vfhut indeed to a great 
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note the country, commiuilcaied to [t the force and enst^gy udcr 

ut they wen Hinie corrective to their cBects. Such wu. ss T ai^ 
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a. Why 


J Because wu« 


alllheirn, 


assacres, they ha 


n«t.b 


unth 




their country. A 




dignity, a noble p 








ofglory=md«r 


taion, ™ 




. On 






twa. kindled ul 


inBamed. 


Thl l^^ht 


fthe 


late. 


owever 


hallenri, utsttd. 



be Qppcrmcst. Thfl IpvellEn Eheirfore only chaii£e and perwl tbe 
natural order Df LhiagB ; ihcy load the ediiice of aodety, by aettiiie 
lEp in the p!r wlut the floHdiiy of tlio ilructuTC Kquirei to be on tho 
groiimL The ussoeiadodB of tallora aod CBTpenten, of which dia 
republic {of Paris, for mtuuHn) u cotnpoHd, carmot be equal id tho 
iLtuntioo, iDlo which, by tho ffoTK of lunntttiooi, nn oEOjpfitioa on 
the prtrogatives of nattfre^ you nttompt to force them. 

The dumcelior of Fnmce at the opcaing of tbe Stata, said, in ■ 
(one of Diatorical Raurish, Ihnt all occiTpiliaiu were hsBiiurable. If 
he meant only, that no hone«t empfDymeDt wudfeErafefolj he would 
not have gooe beroad the Iruth. But in BRiertine that Bnytbinjr- is 
bonourable. wo imijly tome duUDCtion in its favour. The occupation 
of a haii^-dreawr, or of a worinae lallow-chandleF, cannot be a mat- 
ter of h[>nuur^anypcn'on-—to say nothing ofa number of other niore 
Rorvile DuiplayiDenEB. Such descriptiooa of noD ought not to mfTer 
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represented too in great masses of accumulation, or it is not rightly 
protected. The characteristic essence of property, formed out of the 
combined principles of its acquisition and conservation, is to be un^ 
equal. The great masses therefore which excite envy, and tempt 
rapacity, must be put out of the possibility of danger. Then they 
form a natural rampart about the lesser properties in all their grada- 
tions. The same quantity of property, which is by the natural course 
of things divided among many, has not the same operation. Its de- 
fensive power is weakened as it is diffused. In this diflfusiun each 
man's portion is less than what, in the eagerness of his desires, he 
may flatter himself to obtain by dissipating the accumulations of 
others. The plunder of the few would indeed give but a share in- 
conceivably small in the distribution to the many. But the many are 
not capable of making this calculation ; and those who lead them to 
rapine, never intend this distribution. 

The power of perpetuating our property in our families is one" of 
the most valuable and interesting circumstances belonging to it, and 
that which tends most to the perpetuation of society itself. It makes 
our weakness subservient to our virtue ; it grafts benevolence even 
upon avarice. ITie possessors of family wealth, and of the distinction 
which attends hereditary possession (as most concerned in it), are the 
natural securities for this transmission. With us, the House of Peers 
is formed upon this 'principle. It is wholly composed of hereditary 
property and hereditary distinction ; and made therefore the third 
of the legislature* and in the last event, the sole judge of all property 
in all its subdivisions. The House of Commons too, though not neces- 
sarily, yet in fact, is always so composed in the far greater part. Let 
those large proprietors be what they will, and they have their chance 
of being amongst the best, they are at the very worst the ballast in 
the vessel of the commonwealth. .For though hereditary wealth, and 
the rank which goes with it, are too much idolized by creeping syco- 
phants, and the blind abject admirers of power, they are too rashly 
slighted in shallow speculations of the petulant, assuming, short- 
sighted coxcombs of philosophy. Some decent regulated pre-eminence, 
some preference (not exclusive appropriation) given to birth, is neither 
unnatural, nor unjust, nor impolitic. 

It is said, that twenty-four millions ou^VvX. \.o ^c^^^ '=>^'=-'^ vh^>»otv- 
dred thousand. True ; if the consUlMUou oi a. V«x^^o^^^^ ^a.-^^vi^^^s^ 



tion Id the repufalic of Pans. Thiiy will 
ihould monopoloe Che capliTity of the kiDf^ 
AnemblyEallinEitscUNiidonal. Eachwilll^ 
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All ihU policy {n Ihc end wlU appear as fnble <u il isrni' 

;ou were called, u it were b; Ihc YDitz af God and man, 
^d it Ed my heart to congr^lulate you on the chaicc you hs 
m- the BuccCAs which has ■Ilended your endeavourq. 1 cm 
TecDtnmcnd to any other nadao a conduct grounded on bo 
plo, and productive ef aich efTecIs. That I must leave to i 

gentlEmsn of the Kmolution Society, wbo were in early in 
gratubCioiiE, sppau- to bo Btronffly of o^nion tlmt then 



addresses hij auditory in ibe (blowing very mnatkahle irordj; — "I 

probably your thoDghlihiive6«nal/'i/'>)V'H''f<>ifuv.' acon.'dder> 
ation -vriih whicb my mikJ is tatprwsSKd trtsn than I can gxfirvu^ T 
mean the coosideracioD of •HOKjarpfiHrMhlmat ef tfufmoft limtt fa 
•Ul fxertioHi it thi otwH t/ liberty: 

It is plain that the mind of this potitieal preacher was at the time 
big wi£b $orne extraordinary design ; and il is very probBble, (hat the 
thoughls of his audience, who undetslood him better ttisn I rin, did 
all along ran before him in his reflection, and in the whole Imin of 

Betore I read that sermnn, 1 really Ehonght I had lived in a free 

greater libiiii to the country I lived in. 1 was Indeed aware, that s 
Aing vigilance, tn guard the treasure of o 
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his own cause » By this each person has at once divested himself of 
the first fundamental right of uncovenanted man, that is, to Judge for 
' himself, and to assert his own cause. He abdicates all right to be his 
own governor. He inclusively, in a great measure, Abandons the 
right of self-defence, the first law of nature. Men cannot enjoy the 
rights of an uncivil and of a civil state together. That he may obtain 
justice he gives up his right of determining what it is in points the 
most essential to him. That he may secure some liberty, he makes 
a surrender in trust of the whole of it. 

Government is not made in virtue of natural rights, which may and 
do exist in total independence of it ; and exist in much greater clear- 
ness, and in a much greater degree of abstract perfection : but their 
abstract perfection is their practical defect. By having a right to 
everything they want everything. Government is a contrivance of 
human wisdom to provide for human wants. Men have a right that 
these wants should be provided for by this wisdom. Among these 
wants is to be reckoned the want, out of civil society, of a sufficient 
restraint upon their passions. Society requires not only that the 
passions of individuals should be subjected, but that even in the mass 
and body, as well as in the individuals, the inclinations of men should 
frequently be thwarted, their will controlled, and their passions 
brought into subjection. This can only be done by a power out of 
themselves; and not, in the exercise of its function, subject to that 
will and to those passions which it is its office to bridle and subdue. 
In this sense the restraints on men, as' well as their liberties, are to 
be reckoned among their rights. But as the liberties arid the re- 
strictions vary with times and circumstances, and admit of infinite 
modifications, they cannot be settled upon any abstract rule ; and 
nothing is so foolish as to discuss them upon that principle. 

The moment you abate anythmg from the full rights of men, 
each to govern himself, and suffer any artificial positive limitation 
upon those rights, from that moment the whole organization of 
government becomes a consideration of convenience. This it is 
which makes the constitution of a State, and the due distribution of 
its powers, a matter of the most delicate and complicated skill. It 
requires a deep knowledge of human nature and humaa vve.ct'isksk't^., 
and of the things which facilitate ox o\>s.Vn3LcX\5cv«i^^avis»««^^^"'^'^^^ 
are to be pursued by the niecliaxu.sia ol cAvASs^vvX.AaXvsas* "SXv«. 
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precedent ; for, after the commencement of the king's trial, this pre- 
cursor, the same Dr Peters, concluding a long prayer at the royal 
chapel at Whitehall (he had very triumphantly chosen his place), said, 
' I have prayed and preached Uiese twenty years ; and now I may 
say with old Simeon, Lord, now letiest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation! • Peters had not the 
fruits of his prayer ; for he neither departed so soon as he wished, 
nor in peace. He became (what I heartily hope none of hb followers 
may be in this country) himself a sacrifice to the triumph which he 
led as pontiff. They dealt at the Restoration, perhaps, too hardly 
with this poor good man. But we owe it to his memory and his 
sufferings, that he had as much illumination, and as much zeal, and 
had as effectually undermined all the superstition and error which 
might impede the great business he was engaged in, as any who fol- 
low and repeat after him, in this age ; which would assume to itself 
an exclusive title to the knowledge of the rights of men, and all the 
glorious consequences of that knowledge. 

After this sally of the preacher of the Old Jewry, which differs 
only in place and time, but agrees perfectly with the spirit and letter 
of the rapture of 1648, the Revolution Society, the fabricators of 
governments, the heroic band of cashierers of mpnarchs, electors of 
sovereigns, and leaders of kings in triumph, strutting with a proud 
consciousness of the diffusion of knowledge, of which every member 
had obtained so large a share in the donative, were in haste to make 
a generous diffusion of the knowledge they had thus gratuitously re- 
ceived. To make this bountiful communication, they adjourned from 
the church in the Old Jewry, to the London Tavern ; where the same 
Dr Price, in whom the fumes of his oracular tripod were not entirely 
evaporated, moved and carried the resolution, or address of congratu- 
lation, transmitted by Lord Stanhope to the National Assembly of 
France. 

I find a preacher of the gospel profaning the beautiful and pro- 
phetic ejaculation, commonly called ' nunc diniitiis^ made on the 
first presentation of our Saviour in the Temple, and applying it with 
an inhuman and unnatural rapture, to the most horrid, atrocious, and 
afflicting spectacle, that perhaps bver was exhibited to the pity and 

♦.State Trials, vol. u. pp. 31^, 3,^ 
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bayonet, and the Iainp*post, and the torch to their houses, they are 
obliged to adopt all the crude and desperate measures suggested by 
clubs composed of a monstrous medley of all conditions, tongues, and 
nations. Among these are found persons, in comparison with whom 
Catiline would be thought scrupulous, and Cethegus a man of sobriety 
and moderation. Nor is it in these clubs alone that the public 
measures are deformed into monsters. They undergo a previous dis- 
tortion in academies, intended as so many seminaries for these clubs, 
which are set up in all the places of public resort. In these meetings 
of all sorts, every counsel, in proportion as it is daring, and violent, 
and perfidious, is taken for the mark of superior genius. Humanity 
and compassion are ridiculed as the fruits of superstition and ignoi> 
ance. Tenderness to individuals is considered as treason to the public 
Liberty is al\yays to be estimated perfect as property is rendered in- 
secure. Amidst assassination, massacre, and confiscation, perpetrated, 
or meditated, they are forming plans for the good order of future 
society. Embracing in their arms the carcases of base criminals, and 
promoting their relations on the title of their offences, they drive 
hundreds of virtuous persons to the same end, by forcing them to sub- 
sist by beggary or by crime. 

The Assembly, their organ, acts before them the farce of deliber- 
ation with as little decency as liberty. They act like the comedians 
of a fair before a riotous audience ; they act amidst the tumultuous 
cries of a mixed mob of ferocious men, and of women lost to 
shame, who, according to their insolent fancies, direct, control, ap- 
plaud, explode them ; and sometimes mix and take their seats amongst 
them ; domineering over them with a strange mixture of servile petu- 
lance and proud, presumptuous authority. As they have inverted 
order in all things, the gallery is in the place of the house. This 
Assembly, which overthrows kings and kingdoms, has not even the 
physiognomy and aspect of a grave legislative body — fiec color int' 
peril, necfrons erat ulla senatus. They have a power given to them, 
like that of the evil principle, to subvert and destroy; but none to 
construct, except such machines as may be fitted for further subver- 
sion and further destruction. 

Who is it that admires, and from the l^eatt \& a\\.^Ocvt^ ^^ -wa^i^"^^^^ 
representative assemblies, but must turnVvtYv'VvortoT axA ^vs©^^'^ ^"^"^^^ 
iuch a profane burlesque, and aboxninabVe v«iT^«^^^^^ '^^ \>cs3aX^^^ 
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Parisian mode of good-breeding, as to think it quite in the most re- 
fined strain oif delicate compliment (whether in condolence or con- 
gratulation) to say, to the most humiliated creature that crawls upon 
the earth, that great pu}}Jic benefits are derived from the murder of 
his servants, the attempted assassination of himself and of his 
wife, .and the mortification, disgrace, and degradation, that he 
has personally suffered. It is a topic of consolation which our or- 
dinary of Newgate would be too humane to use to a criminal at the 
foot of the gallows. I should have thought that the hangman of 
Paris, now that he is liberalized by the vote of the National Assem- 
bly, and is allowed his rank and arms in the Herald's College of the 
rights of men, would b« too generous, too gallant a man, too full of 
the sense of his new dignity, to employ that cutting consolation to 
any of the persons whom the Uze nation might bring under the ad- 
ministration of his executive powers. 

A man is fallen indeed, when he is thus flattered. The anodyne 
draught of obli\'ion, thus drugged, is well calculated to preserve a 
galling wakefulness, and to feed the living ulcer of a corroding me- 
mory. Thus to administer the opiate potion of amnesty, powdered 
with all the ingredients of scorn and contempt, is to hold to his lips, 
instead of ' the balm of hurt minds,' the cup of human misery full to 
the brim, and to force him to drink it to the dregs. 

Yielding to reasons, at least as forcible as those which were so 
delicately urged in the compliment on the new year, the king of 
France will probably endeavour to forget these events, and that com- 
pliment. But history, who keeps a durable record of all our acts, 
and exercises her awful censure over the proceedings of all sorts of 
sovereigns, will not forget, either those .events, or the aera of this 
liberal refinement in the intercourse of mankind. History will record, 
that on the morning of the 6th of October, 1789, the king and queen 
of France, after a day of confusion, alarm, dismay, and slaughter, lay 
down, under the pledged security of public faith, to indulge nature in 
a few hours of respite, and troubled melancholy repose. From this 
sleep the queen was first startled by the voice of the sentinel at her 
door, who cried out to her, to save herself by flight — that this was 
the last proof of fidelity he could give — that thfy were upon husv^-asvi. 
he was dead. Instantly he was cut dovm. K\xaxv^ o'i cr^^.^'c^iSSNaxN^ 
and assassins, reeking with lus blood, tusYv^^'vdXo x5c^«t eo»ss^«x c»\^^ 
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in the midst of arms and confusions, and whilst governments were 
rather in their causes than formed. Learning paid back what it re- 
ceived to nobility and to priesthood ; and paid it with usury, by en- 
larging their ideas, and by furnishing their minds. Happy if they had 
all continued to know their indissoluble union, and their proper place ! 
Happy if learning, not debauched by ambition, had beeq satisfied to 
continue the instructor, and not aspired to be the roaster ! Along with 
its natural protectors and guardians, learning will be cast into the mire, 
and trodden down under the hoofs of a swinish nu^ltitude. 

If, as I suspect, modem letters owe more than they are ailways 
willing to own to ancient manners, so do other interests which we 
value full as much as they are worth. Even commerce, and trade, 
and manufacture, the gods of our economical politicians, are them- 
selves perhaps but creatures ; are themselves but effects, which, as 
first causes, we choose to worship. They certainly grew under the 
same shade in which learning flourished. They too may decay with 
their natural protecting principles. With you, for the present at 
least, they all threaten to disappear together. Where trade and 
manufactures are wanting to a people, and the spirit of nobility and 
religion remains, sentiment supplies, and not always ill supplies, th^ir 
place ; but if commerce and the arts should be lost in an experiment 
to try how well a state may stand without these old fundamental 
principles, what sort of a thing must be a nation of gross, stupid, 
ferocious, and at the same time poor and sordid, barbarians, destitute 
of religion, honour, or manly pride, possessing nothing at present, 
and hoping for nothing hereafter? 

I wish you may not be going fast, and by the shortest cut, to that 
horrible and disgustful situation. Already there appears a poverty 
of conception, a coarseness and vulgarity in all the proceedings of the 
Assembly and of all their instructors. Their liberty is not liberal. 
Their science is .presumptuous ignorance. Their hiunanity is savage 
and brutal. 

It is not clear, whether in England we learned those grand and 
decorous principles and manners, of which considerable traces yet 
remain, from you, or whether you took them from us. But to yo"--. ^ 
think, we trace them best. You seem to rBfe\.o\«r— gentU ^'^'**^*^^^;^ 
nostrte, France has always more OT\es& voSiwenKft.^ '^^^^^^^'^^^ ^sx^assv 
Und; aad when your fountadn \s cYioVft^ >x^?aA v^^^^^^^ 



dwtU EOD long oD Uie AirwiDUft speoiadt ot the 
or have givea too much acopE Id the nflecdoni 
m; mind oD,Qi:cAuaD dT ihe mcAt inpartant of 
Duy be flucd from that day: 1 meu a rev 

thLii£ respectable destFoyed w'' 



;1tfH! And oonnecied ji 
!, iherefare, If I have 
iijith of October i j%, 

nil rrfvohilhniB, wfaic^ 




in these nularal feel 


gi we learn gtnt 






Ukethe^DDcpai^Dii 


s iDHmct 






ii» whenUngiiiM 


hurled fron.ther>h.<^ 


BB! by the Supreme Dircdoi 


ofthisgiMtdmB*. 


andboMmBtheobjec 








Dfi«tylc.lhagoa4 


weboheUiuchdiBt 


en In the 


oral,ai 


nshu 


d behold. «ia>fe 


b the phVMal order 


fthiop. 




larmed 


intoreBecdoniaur 


imHd><iu ichaihinE 


ainoeheen 






irifiedbytmorand 


pity ; our «ak tmlhinhins prid 




ed, rni 




of a mynerions wisd 


urn. Som 




Ighlbt 


dmwn froio nw, IT 


s>cb a specBL<:le we 


re exhibited on the 


stage. 


1 .hmiM be trolT, 


ashamed uffindiDgln 


myself lbs 




al, thestric sense of p^Bled 


di«rBS. whikt I coold tnilt ove 




IHfe. 


With >och ■ vB- 


verteJ miod, I cooid 






lowia 


face at a VaseSv 


Feople would ihiokt 










not long UDCe, have eitorted frc 




«lhe 


t^T^ hypomsyr 


Idiould know Hem 


obetbele 


atioffol 








m»:.1a 


huBginBthcipDfh 


mms— «>inucliiicUMldrutrc-»jailllllo ■ 






-mtJ after putUng to ood Out weights 1 




glhallhcbalumw 






«bBri»j« the 


crimel of now deioocTBcy pnlEd u in a 1 


lidgCT apiEnil Ihe driinH of 


dU d»poIinn. »d the bouk-lceepen uT 1 


,. politic 


finding dcniocncy ■ 


UU is debt, but by no meau* unable or 1 


tinwiUin 




Iiitfa.[heu».IheS.«iDCuiIivegU«ce, 1 


withaiii 








of political oimpula 


ion would inUirr evuTv eilEnt of luime. V 




uld«e, [hit on .l,««priDePpla,=vm where the v.ry»«»l '| 




■0 not perpelnttid, i 


v™ o-ing rather » Ae fomm* of Ihe 


I eonjpira 


d. They would soc 








preifnl s ihoiler eii[ u Ihe object than 




thehighwsyofmoHd^tuM. Jaitifyiiw pcrfdy «d «i.nler 




c btnelit, public be 






uid murdtr the ati ; uniQ tapacilj., maLice, revaoge, md 




« dmdttd than rei 






Such mow it the a 




■ ihcKDr 


mnphsof the^htl 


oT men, oil natural kdh of wtwiH and • 












^3,« imly Loui> XVI- » 


I ■«! arbitraiy monaich:' thai i>, In 






nor Iws, than became be wal I^niil , 








prerogiliTEa of wh 


iJi, a tnng line of anceHon, and a lane ; 




.DM of tlK people, 




1 


m. Au>^o<Im,«a 


But nHi(oHMO=">lMV™.«'=. 1 



vnaUod 10 pujchaK. with 



$ BEFIXCTIONS 

e old boards of ihe aradgOfr 



iBURU win pcrfomi ia iw>ye 



if Paris, ud ve inn H 



tcvct confUoicc B dulling of ihu hDnomvlilc apA 
qk of EonduTjg diG treuurr witli the afa\s of the 



Td tell you Ihe truth, my dear Sir. I thidl: Ihe hi 
«i«y of the Old Jewry an 



cedine^of thB 



id Ifae Loodon Taiem. 

.raofil. When 1 asen acythina else, u cokcid- 

ipff the people of Etigland, [ speak fioDl ohservEittDIL, not Trwt 

bieiuivcaiid mixed coaunimicotirniwilh the iDhabitanrs of thk kii^ 



denag 



, thit WE arf divided rnmi 

otries h»s lately been very 
w of us, T su>.pect Oial Ail 






™ily,i/th 
nlly pre.^ 



aineglcqlof 
pnioiH. Nl 
Vmih BeoiiiH^ liiJf ■ doieti grauhoppcts und 
liiiR with their imptntuiinte chink, whiiai thoi 
iipMDd benDsth the tludow of the Itiituh qd] 



n England. The 
ue of several pet^ 
ueqUEDce ia buKle 



:, Itial those who malic Ihc noite src 
eld : Ihat, el counr, ihey ve man 
thcv ITS olber than ihe little, shrive 



ngr though loud aod trouble 
ihE 'triumph' of 






idthcit 



liildten, wcrt 



n fall >n 



»(I 



utcd wllk unoiheT Hut nf triumphil Entry into lADdon. Ws 
irmerly have had & Icing of France in that situalicqi : ym have read 
iwbewae treated by the victor iaIheSeld : and in what ouuinti he 
as afterwatdi received in England^ Four hundred yean have gane 

nHod, Thanks to nur sullea tesialxnce tn innovation, Ihanlu to Ibe 









: not Dur latfgiveis^ We know that Tc have made no discovcties ; 
d we think thai no discoveries are to he made, in morality ; nor 
my id the great principles of government, nor in the ideas of 
erty, which were unJcTitood long before wo were bom, altc^ether 
well a« they will be afmr Ihe grave baa heaped its nviuld upon our 
sumption, and the ailent tootb shall have ioipo&ed itA law on our 
rl loquacity. Id England we have not yet been completely em- 

d ckdiivate, thoce inbred scDdraentA which are the faithful guard- 



«maybefi 


led, like 


tulTedWrdsia 




ondraltry. 




lu^ of paper 


about ih^ OBhts "f ■" 




•hulei^ 


our feeliiiKS >^n 




tedbyped 




.nfideKty. We 




loodbeatin 


In out h 


soms. Wefc 


aiGQi\-"=\"^«V 




Id nDdej lis unfit for mtJDul tibcf(y : and by 

ikcQliou, and abaDdoaed insolence^ to be ou 

hobdays, (0 nuke w pedcclly fit fat jmd Ju£t]y dacrvii;^ ot lUvery 

through Ihe whole caune ol our lim. 

' Vbu scE, SLr, Ehai id thit enlifbtcned d£t 1 am bold oicugb to 
cnnr e tt , Hat wc ate geueraLly men of untaught feeUngs ; dut luMoul 
of caUm^ away all our old prejudices wc cherish them to a very 
Gonaidenble decree, And, lo take more «hame to Durselvo^ we 

cherah ihcm. We ire afnid to put men to live and trade each on 
his own prTwaie stock of renuo ; became we nupecl that thit stock in 
each man [t small, and that the individual! would do better lo atall 
IhenuclTeB of the gcnmL bank and capital of nations, and of ajfCK. 
Uany of mir men of ipecuiadon, iraread of uploding jEenBalprv- 
judiCM, employ their sagacity to di&cover the Intern wbdon^ which 
prevails in Iheio. If they iind what they Kck.— and they BeUtun fail. 



Prejudice is of ready a? 



■n, — sceptical, puzzled, and ud 



in the momei 
tjudicerenden 






•"■ii'^axii/aMif/arraJ a ■ 




virtue bis hnbil : md DDL a icrici of UDConnected uu. Throje''] 
pivjudicci hisdmr becumcs a port of bis nature. 

cTan of the ' enlighteAcd ' anooft m, csscptially difTer ia thesA poir 
They ba.ve ng rraped for Che wisdiMn of oLhcn ; bill riicy pay \\ 



the duration of a building ru 
objccl ta IhMC whn ibinl: liUl< 



ithinff hvi betq dope before their 



State. llieyBlwoysiIiirakas if they were of npiniiiii Ilral Ihue is a 
singulor species of eompocE between them and their ma^^Iratefi, tfhich 
binds the magljitntr^^ bitt whidi has Jiotliinf rectpncal in it ; but that 
the ranjeaty of the people has a right to di«o] veil without any reAarm, 

■ ' .... - ipmjUy imlf^ ig only gf f„ 




u been dune 



<ilhyc 



pedple refuEcd Co than^ Lhnr law in rcrnoie ngrs, from 
Ibc inrKlIHnlily of popes : ud they wUl not now altsr it k 
implicit feith in the tlognutism ot phUo-tophen ; tliough 

ibould ad urilh the tibtl and the latnp-inn. ' 

- lerly jDur ufikirs were your own dtHicera only, 



Itu;!! 










wemuHfB 






flffaira,insnteDfus.areniadeapartofouimte.«t; lo 


(kr IE least as to keep at a distance your panacea, or yaut plague. If 


itbeapanai 






physic If it bea plague, il is such a plaguo, that Ihft 






against u. 




Ihcaro 




theBJoryo 


many of ihc Ute proceedings: and that their opiBioai 




aie the tiue actuating 5|nril of the whole of them, t 


have heard 


fno party in EBgland, hlerary nr poUtical. at wy Urnt 




men, is itf whom the vulgar, in their hluiit, homely style, eonunonly 




and InRdekT If it be. I admit thai wc too havelud 




present they repose fa< lasting oblivion. Who, bom within th* Ion 


forty year,. 


has read one word of ColKns. and Toland. aad Tiod.1, 


and Chubb, 








throuehl 


l=k the booksellers rf London what is hccnme of an thOa 


lights or ih 




the family y 










y kept the oommnn natnre of their kind, and werti uK 




They never acted in corps, nor were known as afadioa 




nor presumed lo the possessionut mHuence, in Ihalnams 



ON THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 87 

public concerns. Whether they ought so to exist, and so be permitted 
to act, is another question. As such cabals have not existed in Eng- 
land, so neither has the spirit of them had any influence in establish- 
ing the original frame of our constitution, or in any one of the several 
reparations and improvements it has undergone. The whole has been 
done under the auspices, and is confirmed by the sanctions, of religion 
and piety. The whole has emanated from the simplicity of our 
national character, and from a sort of native plainness and directness 
of understanding, which for a long time characterized those men 
who have successively obtained authority amongst us. This dis- 
position still remains, at least in the great body of the people. 

We know, and, what is better, we feel inwardly, that religion is 
the basis of civil society, and the source of all good and of all com- 
fort.* In England we are so convinced of this, that there is no rust 
of superstition, with which the accumulated absurdity of the human 
mind might have crusted it over in the course, of ages, that ninety- 
nine in a hundred of the people of England would not prefer to im- 
piety. We shall never be such fools as to call in an enemy to the 
substance of any system to remove its corruptions, to supply its de- 
fects, or to perfect its construction. If our religious tenets should 
ever want a further elucidation, we shall not call on atheism to ex- 
plain them. We shall not light up our temple from that unhallowed 
fire. It will be illuminated with other lights. It will be perfumed 
with other incense, than the infectious stuff which is imported by the 
smugglers of adulterated metaphysics. If our ecclesiastical estab- 
lishment should want a revision, it is not avarice or rapacity, public 
or private, that we shall employ for the audit, or receipt, or applica- 
tion of its consecrated revenue. Violently condemning neither the 
Greek nor the Armenian, nor, since heats are subsided, the Roman 
system of religion, we prefer the Protestant ; not because we think it 
has less of the Christian religion in it, but because, in our judgment, 
it has more. We are Protestants, not from indifference, but from zeal. 

* Sit igitur hoc ab initio persuasum civibus, dominos esse omn^m rerum ac 
moderatores, deos ; eaque, quae gerantur, eorum geri vi, ditione, ac numine ; 
eosdemque optime de genere hominum inereri ; et qualis quisque sit, quid agat^ 
quid in se admittat, qua mente, qua pietate colat reUgioti«&VB&««^'. v^arcvs^^*"*- 
impiorum habere rationem. His enim rebus \rabutaa\cvcoXK5>aaa»-^*'^*^'^ ^"^' 
rebunt ab utili et a vera sententia. Cic. de l^eg,\\>us, V «. 






m tlM hot «piril drawn 
h now M furiomly biril- 






eiltlie 



■nMa 



lunU 



ID the plio 

On these idciii, instead of qnairellbg with cstabHshmi 
KimedD, vbo have madea phitaHphyHndartlii^DTiorthelTliDltilily 
to such Eostiltjdons, «c cleave doHly to them- WearcrcKiWBd ' 
keep an cMablished church, an cstabKahed monarchy, an eiBiMiil 

IMS, and in nn jrenler. I thall ahdiif you presently haw muehnffflHft 






, the» 



:n thhih i^ Ihs 



calien IhaB enjnvmenl. For 

wish ti) prrdil o! examples, 
thought! upon each of these 



ig y^^u) w^ tBVF 

I nnl think Ihny 



vnlnrjg ui it profoBD 
bJIoi, junI till, uad 







II the impui 



I sacred temple, purged 

iinly and for Ever conaecTsled the comniDDWeallh, 
■iid all that cfficiaU id it. Thii comecmtlDn is luadc, thst uU who 

pcnon oCGod biimeir, should haiE high and mcthy notioiu dT their 
funciiou anii doKiiuIion: that their hope should brruUoTiniinnrtnl- 
ily ; that they diould not Idolt to the paltry pelf or the momenl, nor 
to the lemponry HDd irandsii praiia of the vulgnr, hut to a »alid, 
permanent eidatence in the pQrTaaTxeat port of their nature, aiid to a 
permaDeni &aw and gloTT, in the example they Leave at a rich laheri^ 
aace to the ifaild. 

Such sublime prindplei ought lo be infuwd into persons of ei- 



piiliiiciniittution. aiding tiieTatioiialandnBiusal 
.e bunuia midenlandine nod aflbaians to the 
than neixiuiy,in orderlo build up that wondep' 
wboK prerogative it Is, to be in a great degree 
nuking; and who, vhea madeai heotifthtEO b« 

meo, at the belter ajture ought etor to prc^de, 
-ticulaHy, he tho<u]d as nearly as poEsibLe brap- 



The consecration of the State, by a Stale reliEii 
is neceaaary alsa to operate wilh a wholesome awe i 

itn:tiid with the State, and with their 

of their subJcctiDD arc conlined to 

any pnitinn of power might to be 
with an idea that they an in trust ; i 
their conduct in that tmit to the 

Thispriadplc OLight even to be i 



estaUishmenl 




nothing. Wioeier 



•eir-opimiin, mia 



howdvcT e1eT41cd by 
KtiMbk that. whcdKT 



irlheabuHcrihi 



WE have Ken the king a! 
the jiEople have nn iofinitelr 



ir they IT 
may lia Alranjcted by die very 
tiiul nil otha rdwQiiMi. Tfaua 
by liis Bildicrs for an in 





Kill aod re 
place pow.1 
office, they 



ied Iheiiuelvesdrill Ihe luH of selHEh 
1 uilorly impossbfe Ihey cva ihould, 
a that Ihcf excrdic, and cxcrdie pcrhnpa in 



re carefu] hgw they 






.1 tremble to give ar 

m that predonun- 

n, taken ii>£echer and Atted 



Id be found. 



if theytrErethe emira m 
Ihni rights to cut olT the 

Eodety; hazaidios to le 



IS of 

habitually ccmviaced that do evil can he accept- 
in the act or the pennissiao. to him whose csKnce is good, 
better able to exdrpate out of the ouDda of all DaeU- 
ecdeaiaatical, or military, Bnythiag thai hears ihtf ieazt 

of the Arst and most leading principles on whidt the 
hh and the laws are caDsecrmted, a lesl the Icmpomxy 

•jr p«terity, should act as 

vaate DD the iohflntance. 



(linditfKi^J 



errors, would bt oo lonser studied. Porsooal Etlf-^uffideDcy Bud 

penenced wudoin greater ihan their own) would usurpthe tribunaL 
DfeauTK no cflruin lawt, eBtablifihiDginVHriibtcgraundAof hopeand 
fear, would keep theoc^oot of TneoinacercuncourK, ordf 
to B CErtun end. Nathing stable in the madei of holding 




commonweBlth Etidf ' 
nenitioTiH, cTtimbtc away, be diKonnecIBd tdtD- Aa 
af indiidduality, and at length di&porsad 10 fcU ftft' 



Brvei-ifnrfljnof hcainr 



ON THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 93 

should approach to the faults of the State as to the wounds of a father, 
with pious awe and trembling solicitude. By this wise prejudice we 
are taught to look with horror on those children of their country who 
are prompt rashly to hack that aged parent in pieces, and put him 
into the kettle of magicians, in hopes that by their poisonous weeds, 
and wild incantations, they may regenerate the paternal constitution, 
and renovate their father's life. 

Society is indeed a contract. Subordinate contracts for objects 
of mere occasional interest may be dissolved at pleasure — but the 
State ought not to be considered as nothing better than a partnership 
agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee, calico or tobacco, or some 
other such low concern, to be taken up for a little- temporary interest, 
and to be dissolved by the fancy of the parties. It is to be looked on 
with other reverence ; because it is not a partnership in things sub- 
servient only to the gross animal existence of a temporary and perish- 
able nature. It is a partnership in all science; a partnership in all 
art ; a partnership in every virtue, and in all perfection. As the ends 
of such a partnership cannot be obtained in many generations, it be- 
comes a partnership not only between those who are living, but be- 
tween those who are living, those who are dead, and those who are to 
be bom. Each contract of each particular State is but a clause in the 
great primxval contract of eternal society, linking the lower with the 
higher,natures, connecting the visible and invisible world, according 
to a fixed compact sanctioned by the inviolable oath which holds all 
physical and all moral natures, each in their appointed place. This 
law is not subject to the will of those, who by an obligation above 
them, and infinitely superior, are bound to submit their will to that 
law. The municipal corporations of that universal kingdom are not 
morally at liberty at their pleasure, and on their speculations of a 
contingent improvement, wholly to separate and tear asunder the 
bands of their subordinate community, and to dissolve it into an un- 
social, uncivil, unconnected chaos of elementary principles. It is 
the first and supreme necessity only, a necessity that is not chosen 
but chooses, a necessity paramount to deliberation, that admits no 
discussion, a^d demands no evidence, which alone can justify a le.- 
sort to anarchy. This necessity is no excevViow Va \>c«. yn:^^\ ^^- 
cause this necessity itself is a part too o5 O^at moraX ^xi^ '^>J^^.c^^^s*- 
pdsition of things to which man must be o\ie6:\fcxi\.\>^ tQ,Tcs.^xv\.Qxv^xc . 
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•worthy offering on the high altar of universal praise, should be per- 
formed as all public solemn acts are performed, in buildings, in music, 
in decoration, in speech, in the dignity of persons, according to the 
customs of mankind, taught by their nature ; that is, with modest 
splendour, with unassuming state, with mild majesty and sober pomp. 
For those purposes they think some part of the wealth of the country 
is as usefully employed as it can be in fomenting the luxury of in- 
dividuals. It is the public ornament It is the public consolation. 
It nourishes the public hope. The poorest man finds his own im- 
I>ortance and dignity in it, whilst the wealth and pride of individuals 
at every moment makes the man of humble rank and fortune sensible 
of his inferiority, and. degrades and vilifies his condition. It is for 
the man in humble life, and to raise his nature, and to put him in 
mind of a state in which the privileges of opulence will cease, when 
he will be equal by nature, and may be more than equal by virtue, 
that this portion of the general wealth of his country is employed and 
sanctified. 

I assure you I do not aim at singularity. I give you opinions 
"which have been accepted amongst us, from very early times to this 
moment, with a continued and general approbation, and which in- 
deed are so worked into my mind, that I am unable to distinguish 
what I have learned from others from the**results of my own 
meditation. 

It is on some such principles that the majority of the people of 
England, far from thinking a religious national establishment unlaw- 
ful, hardly think it lawful to be without one. In France you are wholly 
mistaken if you do not believe us above all other things attached to 
it, and beyond all other nations ; and when this people has acted un- 
wisely and unjustifiably in its favour (as in some instances they have 
done most certainly), in their very errors you will at least discover 
their zeal. 

This principle runs through the whole system of their polity. 
They do not consider their Church establishment as convenient, but 
as essential to their State : not as a thing heterogeneous and separable ; 
something added for accommodation ; what they may either keep uxj 
or lay aside, according to their temporarj vdea^s. <*■ cwKs«s^Rs^KJt. 
They consider it as the foundation of xXvevi viVoXe ^«^'^'^^'?^V?^^,^^ 
which, and with every part of which, it \io\^ Mxme^^ss»\>aXi«- >a»x 
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tribution of individuals. They go further. They certainly never 
have suffered and never will suffer the fixed estate of the Church to 
be converted into a pension, to depend on the treasury, and to be de- 
layed, withheld, or perhaps to be extinguished by fiscal difficulties, 
which difficulties may sometimes be pretended for political purposes^ 
and are in fact often brought on by the extravagance, negligence, 
and rapacity of politicians. The people of England think that they 
have constitutional motives, as well as religious, against any project 
of turning their independent clergy into ecclesiastical pensioners of 
State. They tremble for their liberty, from the influence of a clergy 
dependent on the crown ; they tretnble for the public tranquillity from 
the disorders of a factious clergy, if it were made to depend upon 
any other than the crown. They therefore made their Church, like 
their king and their nobility, independent. 

From the united considerations of religion and constitutional 
policy, from their opinion of a duty to make a sure provbion for the 
consolation of the feeble and the instruction of the ignorant, they 
have incorporated and identified the estate of the Church with the 
mass oi private property f of which the State is not the proprietor^ 
either for use or dominion, but the gilardian only and the regulator. 
They have ordained that the provision of this establishment might 
be as stable as the earth on which it stands, and should not fluctuate 
with the Euripus of funds and actions. 

The men of England, the men, I mean, of light and leading in 
England, whose wisdom (if they have any) is open and direct, would 
be ashamed, as of a silly deceitful trick, to profess any religion in 
name, which by their proceedings they appeared to contemn. If by 
their conduct (the only language that rarely lies) they seemed to re- 
gard the great ruling principle of the moral and the natural world, as 
a mere invention to keep the vulgar in oTaedience, they apprehend that 
by such a conduct they would defeat the politic purpose they liave in 
view. They wouM find it difficult to make others to believe in a sys- 
tem to which they manifestly gave no credit themselves. The Christian 
statesmen of this land would indeed first provide for the multitude^ be- 
cause it is the multitude, and is therefore, as such, the first object in 
the ecclesiastical institution, and in all institutioias. T\ve^ \vast\«:.'«w 
taught, that the circumstance of the gospeVs ^^}^%Vc«*^'^^^'^,,^^ 
poor, was one of the gresX tests of its ttu^ tnAsaoTv. *^^ 
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tyrants of Paris are loud in their declamations against the departed 
regal tyrants who in former ages have vexed the world. They are 
thus bold, because they are safe from the dungeons and iron cages of 
their old masters. Shall we be more tender of the tyrants of our own 
time, when we see them acting worse tragedies under our eyes? 
shall we not use the same liberty that they do, when we can use it 
with the same safety ? when to speak honest truth only requires a 
contempt of the opinions of those whose actions we abhor ? 

This outrage on all the rights of property was at first covered 
with what, on the system of their conduct, was the most astonishing 
of all pretexts — a regard to national faith. The enemies to pro- 
perty at first pretended a most tender, delicate, and scrupulous 
anxiety for keeping the king*s engagements with the public creditor. 
These professors of the rights of men are so busy in teaching others, 
that they have not leisure to learn anything themselves ; otherwise 
they would have known that it is to the property of the citizen, and 
not to the demands of the .creditor of the State, that the first and 
original faith of civil society is pledged. The claim of the citizen is 
prior in time, paramount in title, superior in equity. The fortunes of 
individuals, whether possessed by acquisition, or l^ descent, or in 
virtue of a participation in the goods of some community, were no 
part of the creditor's security, expressed or implied. They never so 
much as entered into his head when he made his bargain. He well 
knew that the public, whether represented by a monarch or by a 
senate, can pledge nothing but the public estate ; and it can have no 
public estate, except in what it derives from a just and proportioned 
imposition upon the citizens at large. This was engaged, and nothmg 
else could be engaged to the public creditor. No man can mortgage 
his injustice a3 a pawn for his fidelity. 

I It is impossible to avoid some observation on the contradictions 
caused by the extreme rigour and the extreme laxity of this new 
public faith, which influenced in this transaction, and which influenced 
not according to the nature of the obligation, but to the description 
of the persons to whom it was engaged. No acts of the old govern- 
ment of the kings of France are held valid in the National Assembly, 
except its pecimiary engagements ; acts of all others of the wv<3>rx. 
ambiguous legality. The rest of the acts ot \^^\. xo>j^ %qn wpotnk^ 
are considered in so odious a light, tha,t to AaiaN^i ^ Ok2i>sn. >as^^'iJt ^sa* 
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falsely, it reported abuses and oflfences. However, as abuses might 
be corrected ; as every crime of persons does not infer a forfeiture 
with regard to communities ; and as property, in that dark age, was 
not discovered to be a creature of prejudice, all those abuses (and 
there were enough of them) were hardly thought sufficient ground 
for such a confiscation as it was for his purposes to make. He there- 
fore procured the formal surrender of these estates. All these operose 
proceedings were adopted by one of the most decided tyrants in the 
rolls of history, as necessary preliminaries, before he could venture, 
by bribing the members of his two servile houses with a share of the 
spoil, and holding out to them an eternal immunity from taxation, to 
demand a confirmation of his iniquitous proceedings by an Act of 
Parliament. Had fate reserved him to our times, four technical 
terms would have done his business, and saved him all this trouble ; 
he needed nothing more than one short form of incantation — ' Pkilo- 
'sophy, Ligkty Liberality ^ the Rights of Men* 

I can say nothing in praise of those acts of tyranny, which no voice 
has hitherto ever commended under any of their false colours ; yet in 
these false colours an homage was paid by despotism to justice. The 
power which was above all fear and all remorse was not set above all 
shame. Whilst shame keeps its watch, Virtue is not wholly extin- 
guished in the heart, nor will Moderation be utterly exiled from the 
minds of tyrants. 

I believe every honest man sympathizes in his reflections with our 
political poet on that occasion, and will pray to avert the omen when- 
ever these acts of rapacious despotism present themselves to his view 
or his imagination : 

' * May no such storm 

Fall on our times, where ruin must reform. 

Tell me (my muse) what monstrous, dire offence. 

What crimes could any Christian kii^ incense 

To such a rage ? Was't luxury, or lust f 

Was he so temperate, so chaste, so just I 

Were these their crimes! they were his own much more ; 

But wealth is crime enough to him that's poor.' * 



♦ The rest of the passage is this— 

• Who having spent the treasures of Yv\s ctowtv, 
Condetoas their luxury to feed lus ovf n. 
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sibly restore them ? If such an equal imposition would have been 
sufficient, you well know it might easily have been made. M. 
Necker, in the budget which he laid before the Orders assembled at 
Versailles, made a detailed exposition of the state of the French 
nation.* 

If we give credit to him, it was not necessary to have recourse to 
any new impositions whatsoever, to put the receipts of France on a 
balance with its expenses. He stated the permanent charges of all 
descriptions, including the interests of a new loan of four hundred 
millions, at 531,444,000 livres ; the fixed revenue at 475,294,000 ; 
making the deficiency 56,150,000, or short of ;^2,2oo,ooo sterling. 
But to balance it, he brought forward savings and improvements of 
revenue, considered as entirely certain, to rather more than the 
amount of that deficiency ; and he concludes with these emphatical 
words (p. 39^ *Quel pays, Messieurs, que celui, ou, sans inipots ^t 
avec de simples objets inapperqus, on pent faire disparoltre un 
deficit qui a fait tant de bruit en Europe.' As to the re-imbursement, 
the sinking of debt, and the other great objects of public credit and 
political arrangement indicated in M. Necker's speech, no doubt 
could be entertained, but that a very moderate and proportioned as- 
sessment on the citizens without distinction would have provided for 
all of them to the fullest extent of their demand. 

If this representation of M. Necker was false, then the Assem- 
bly are in the highest degree culpable for having forced the king to 
accept as his minister, and since the king's deposition, for having em- 
ployed as their minister, a man who had been capable of abusing so 
notoriously the confidence of his master and their own ; in a matter 
too of the highest moment, and directly appertaining to his particular 
office. But if the representation was exact (as, having always along 
with you conceived a high degree of respect for M. Necker, I make 
no doubt it was) then what can be said in favour of those, who, in- 
stead of moderate, reasonable, and general contribution, have in cold 
blood, and impelled by no necessity, had recourse to a .partial and 
cruel confiscation ? 

Was that contribution refused on a pretext of privilege, eitlicr o\x 

♦ Rapport de Mons. le directeur g'nferal <3Lesiiaa.tvccs»^^^. \>a» <«'^'^^ ^n^'^^^ 
"VcTsaiUes. Mai 5, ijSg. .^ 
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which human society can be thrown, that a man is not permitted to 
hesitate about its merits, without the suspicion of being a friend to 
tyranny, that is, of being a foe to mankind ? 

I do not know under what description to class the present ruling 
authority in France. It affects to be a pure democracy, though 
I think it in a direct train of becoming shortly a mischievous and 
ignoble oligarchy. But for the present I admit it to be a contriv- 
ance of the nature and effect of what it pretends to. I reprobate 
no form of government merely upon abstract principles. There may 
be situations in which the piurely democratic form will become neces- 
sary. There may be some (very few, and very particularly circum- 
stanced} where it would' be clearly desirable. This I do not take to 
be the case of France, or of any other great country. Until now, we 
have seen no examples of considerable democracies. The ancients 
were better acquainted with them. Not being wholly unread in the 
authors, who had seen the most of those constitutions, and who best 
imderstood them, I cannot help concurring with their opinion, that 
an absolute democracy, n9 more than absolute monarchy, is to be 
reckoned among the legitimate forms of government They think it 
rather the corruption and degeneracy, than the soimd constitution of 
a republic. If I recollect rightly, Aristotle observes, that a demo- 
cracy has many striking points of resemblance with a tyranny.* Of 
this I am certain, that in a democracy, the majority of the citizens is 
capable of exercising the most cruel oppressions upon the minority, 

• When I wrote this I quoted from memory, after many years had elapsed 
from my reading the passage. A learned friend has /ound it, and it is as 
follows : 

To "S&o^ t2> axnhf KaX ^fi^ot SeoTroTiKa rStv P€\ri6v(ov, kox rot 
iJni4>C<riiara, &<nr€p eKci roL eiriTayfiara' Koi 6 Brifiayuiyo^ kox b koAo^, 
ol avToi KoX avdXoyov' koX fid\i<rTa eicarepoi Trap' eKarepoi? laxvovo'ii', 
ol iihi Kokaxes irapa Tvpdwoi?, ol £e 6rfiJM.y<ayol irapoL tois £ij/uiois roi? 

TOIOVTOIS 

• The etliical character is the same ; both exercise despotism over the better 
class of citizens ; and decrees are in the one, what ordinances and arrets are in 
the other : the demagogue too, and the court favourite, are not unfrequently the 
same identical men, and always bear a close analogy ; and these have the prm- 
cipal power, each in their respective forms of government, favourites v^^^J^.^^^ 
absolute monarch, and demagogues with a peo^^ti viOt^. «& V^«r»^^^^««>^ 
Arist. Politic lib. iv. cap. 4. 
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la nothlne more thao will be sufficient to complete the 34,670,000 ta 
ai millions, stiU a population of 95 nUilions, and that in an increaEing 
proEre^i on a space of al»ut (wcnty-scven thousand square leaguea, 

lionahle population of this isiand, or even tban that oF Englaad, tb« 
best-peopled part of the United Kingdom. 
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about ten yeais ago, coofaioed 7341600 aouk, which is tjjt inhabit- 

u about goo inhabitant! to the same admeasurement. 

I do not attribute this popubuion to the deposed gOTerument ; be< 
cause t do Dot like to compliment the CEKitrlvajiccB i3( men, with what 

cried government could not have obstructed. m«t ptobably it favoured, 
the cpeistion of IhoM ansa [whatever they were), whether of Datura 
in the soil, or habits of industry among thepcople, wbich has produced 
so large a number of the species tbrvugbout that whole kingdom, SAd 

favourable 'ihovrever latent it may bel to the increase nf mankind. 
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pcrFccI £iievADi:^ an abinliite evil, fldmittins □□ cure bul throiEgh Ihe 
viotani and uiuenaln nmcdy at a [duI t»Dlulii>n. He aHiriiu, thai 
from Ihe year ijiifi 1» lit year ijit^. ihore wa« coEixid at Ibe mini of 
Fiancfff in tbe specifls of gold and silver, tDlhe'anialmt of Dbmt cvfl 

It ji impoFubIc that M, NccketiJiauld bo mistaken in thauaoiinE 
of thebidtion which haA been coined ia the rniat. Tt ji a maCter of 
oflfcia] record. Tht reosooJAE' of this able financier, coneeniiog the 
quantit)' of gold and ulver which reiDitined in circulstita, vfa«n Ik 
wrote in .,85, li ' . ' ' . ■ - ■ ■ — 

priitHUTicnt of the French kln£, arc not of equal cortunty; but 
they are laid on grounds so apparently uhd, that it a not a 

the miMfnirr, or what we call sfiecir, then actually ejt 
Franee, at about eighly-elghl millions of the same Buglidi ou 
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jh-roads and bridges ; the oppottoiuty of 

mantime oammunication through a solid continent {jfao inmciu 

and harbours, and to her whole navnl app:imtus whether for wj 
trade ; when 1 brii^ before my view Che number of her fottififalusn^ 
cooBtructed with sa bold and masterly a skill, aiul made and muB 
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tained at so prodigious a charge, presenting an armed front and im- 
penetrable barrier to her enemies upon every side ; when I recollect 
how very small a part of that extensive region is without cultivation, 
and^to what complete perfection the culture of many of the best pro- 
ductions of the earth have been brought in France ; when I reflect 
on the excellence of her manufactures and fabrics, second to none but 
ours, and in some particulars not second ; when I contemplate the 
grand foundations of charity, public and private ; when I siu-vey the 
state of all the arts that beautify and. polish life ; when I reckon the 
men she has bred for extending her fame in war ; her able statesmen, 
the multitude of her profound lawyers and theologians, her philoso- 
phers, her critics, her historians and antiquaries, her poets, and her 
orators sacred and profane, I behold in all this something which awes 
and commands the imagination ; which checks the mind on the brink 
of precipitate and indiscriminate censure, and which demands, that 
we should very seriously exanAine, what and how great are the latent 
vices that could authorize us at once to level so spacious a fabric with 
the ground. I do not recognize, in this view of things, the despot- 
ism of Turkey. Nor do I discern the character of a government 
that has been, on the whole, so oppressive, or so corrupt, or so negli- 
gent, as to be utterly unfit for all reformation. I must think that 
such a government well deserved to have its excellencies heightened ; 
its faults corrected; and its capacities improved into a British 
constitution. 

Whoever has examined into the proceedings of that deposed 
government for several years back, cannot fail to have observed, 
amidst the inconstancy and fluctuation natural to courts, an earnest 
endeavour towards the prosperity and improvement of the country ; 
he must admit, that it had long been employed, in some instances, 
wholly to remove, in many considerably to correct, the abusive 
practices and usages that had prevailed in the State ; and that even 
the unlimited power of the sovereign over the persons of his subjects, 
inconsistent, as undoubtedly it was, with law and liberty, had yet 
been every day gro>jfing more mitigated in the exercise. So far 
from refusing itself to reformation, that government was open, with 
a censurable degree of facility, to all sorts of projects and ^to\,'w:X'=.x^ 
on the subject Rather too much coutitexvaTvcei vj^?. ^ncxs. v^ -vicv^ 
spirit of innovatioD, which soon "was Ivirxv^d ^i.'ivwsX '^os*^ ^x^a 



fostered it. and ended in their roin- It 15 bul cold and do very 
flatteiina iuUice la thai fallen moiuucfar, la say, that, for numy 
levity and want of judgment in wveral 
iy defect in diligeiice or in public Kpirit. 

during any period, is not to act with Jbimcss. Bul if in potuE of 
prvdEgality in the expenditure of money, or in point.of rigotfrin the 
eierciw of power, it be compared with any of Ihe former reigns, I 
bclicvccdndid judges wit] ^ve Httle credit 10 the good int^Btieiu of 
EhoH who dwell penxtually on the donatiotu to favouritCE, or on 
' ^ he horrors of the Basdie in the 
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St XVI. 
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Whether the system, if it deserves such a name, now built on Ibe 

of the popabtiDii and weallli of Ihe cooniry which it has taken under 
iti care, is a nuUtet very doulnful. Instead of improving by the 
change, I apprehend thai n long series of years must bo told, before 
it can recover in any degree the eHects of this philosophic royoTtilinn, 
and before the nation can he replaced on its foroier footing. If Dr 
Fiice should thick St, a few years hence. In favour ui irith an 
estimate of the population of France, he will hardly be able lo make 

Aasembly's computation of twenty-dxmilliou of tliaiyeari Dreven 
M. Neckei's twen^Gve millions in 17S0, I tieac that Ibere are 

voluptuous climate, and that seductive Circian Hlcny, have taken 
refuge in the .frozen rcgionB, and under the British dcspotisin, of 

In the present disappearance of coin, no person could thmlt it ibe 
same country, in which the present minister of the finances has been 

eral aspect one would conclude that it had been for some time pas! 
under the bpecial direction of Ibe learned academicians of Loputa 
and Qalnibarbu * Already the ^wputation of Paris has so decHnedj 
that M. Necltcr stated to the National Asseuibly the provinou to be 
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made for its subsistence at a fifth less than what had formerly been 
found requisite. It is said (and I have never heard it contradicted) 
that a hundred thousand people are out of employment in that city, 
though it is become the seat of the imprisoned court and the 
National Assembly. Nothing, I am credibly informed, can exceed 
the shocking and disgusting spectacle of mendicancy displayed in 
that capital. Indeed, the votes of the National Assembly leave no 
doubt of the fact. They have lately appointed a standing committee 
of mendicancy. They are contriving at once a vigorous police on this 
subject, and, for the first time, the imposition of a tax to maintain the 
poor, for whose present relief great sums appear on the face of the 
public accoimts of the year.* In the mean time, the leaders of the 
legislative clubs and coffee-houses are intoxicated with admiration at 
their own wisdom and ability. They speak with the most sovereign 
contempt of the rest of the world. They tell the people, to comfort 
them in the rags with which they have clothed them, that they are a 
nation of philosophers ; and, sometimes, by all the arts of quackish 
parade, by show, tumult, and bustle, sometimes by the alarms of plots 
and invasions, they attempt to drown the cries of indigence, and to 
divert the eyes of the observer from the ruin and wretchedness of the 
State. A brave people will certainly prefer liberty, accompanied with 
a virtuous poverty, to a depraved and wealthy servitude. But before 
the price of comfort and opulence is paid, one ought to be pretty sure 
it is real liberty which is purchased, and that she is to be purchased 
at no other price. I shall always, however, consider that liberty as 

* Travaux de charitd pour subvenir au manque Liv. £. s. d. 

de travail k Paris et dans les provinces . . . . 3,866,920 Stg 161, lai 13 4 

Destruction de vagabondage et de la mendicity . . 1,671,417 — 69,642 7 6 

Primes pour I'importation de grains 5,671,907 — 236.329 9 a 

Liv. 11,210,244 Stg 4^,093 10 o 
As I am not quite satisfied with the nature and 
extent of the annexed article in the public ac- 
counts, I do not insert it in the above reference ; 
but if it be understood of the purchase of pro- 
vision for the poor, it is immense indeed, and 
swells the total to a formidable bulk. 
D^penses relatives aux subsistances, deduction fait 
des r^couvremens qui ont eu lieu ^^jvno^— ■ L,<fev..-ffl>.v<- ^ 

Total— Uv. s^.«»a»«'i^^^*'*»^*»''^* ^ * 
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The spirit transmigrates ; and, fiar from losing its principle of life by 
the change of its appearance, it is renovated in its new organs with 
the fresh vigoiu: of a juvenile activity. It walks abroad , it continues 
its ravages ; whilst you are gibbeting the carcase, or demolishing the 
tomb. You are terrifying yourself with ghosts and apparitions, 
whilst your house is the haunt of robbers. It is thus with all those, 
who, attending only to the shell and husk of history, think they are 
waging war >trith intolerance, pride, and cruelty, whilst, under colour 
of abhorring the ill principles of antiquated parties, they are author- 
izing and feeding the same odious vices in different factions, and per- 
haps in worse. 

Your citizens of Paris formerly had lent themselves as the ready 
instruments to slaughter the followers of Calvin, at the infamous 
massacre of St Bartholomew. What should we say to those who 
could think of retaliating on the Parisians of this day the abomina- 
tions and horrors of that time ? They are indeed brought to abhor 
that massacre. Ferocious as they are, it is not difficult to make them 
dislike it ; because the politicians and fashionable teachers have no 
interest in giving their passions exactly the same direction. Still 
however they find it their interest to keep the same savage dispositions 
alive. It was but the other day that they caused this very massacre 
to be acted on the stage for the diversion of the descendants of those 
who conunitted it. In this tragic farce they produced the Cardinal of 
Lorraine in his robes of function, ordering general .slaughter. Was 
this spectacle intended to make the Parisians abhor persecution, and 
loathe the effusion of blood ? No, it was to teach then) to persecute 
their own pastors ;-it was to excite them, by raising a disgust and 
horror of their clergy, to an alacrity in hunting down to destruction 
an order, which, if it ought to exist at all, ought to exist not only in 
safety, but in reverence. It was to stimulate their cannibal appetites 
(which one would think had been gorged sufficiently) by variety and 
seasoning ; and to quicken them to an alertness in new murders and 
massacres, if it should suit the purpose of the Guises of the day. Ay 
Assembly, in which sat a multitude of priests and prelates, was 
obliged to suffer this indignity at its door. The author was not sent 
to the galleys, nor the players to the House of Correction. Not long 
after this exhibition, those players came forward to \.\v^ Kssfc-oJi^-S "^-^ 
claim the rites of that very religion which vYiev ^^^ ^^st^^^ ^^"^^"s*"^ * 
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allowanced From tbeaeneFaL sly^ of yoDrhtte publkali&u of all 
sorts, DDE would be Led to behere that your energy in France were a 
sort of raonslcre J a borrible compwtJDli of saperaijtUm, lEnoraoce, 
sloth, fraud, avarice, and tyranny- But a this trua t Is it true, thit 
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renewing invasions of the civil power, troublipg the domestic quiet of 
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restmints, have ended by establishing an unheard-of despotism. I 
find the ground upon which your confiscators go is this ; that indeed 
their proceedings could not be supported in a court of justice, but 
that the rules of prescription cannot bind a Legislative Assembly.* 
So that this Legislative Assembly of a free nation sits, not for the 
security, but for the destruction of property ; and not of property only, 
but of every rule and maxim which can give it stability, and of those 
instruments which can alone give it circulation. 

When the Anabaptists of Munster, in the sixteenth century, had 
filled Germany with confusion by their system of levelling and their 
wild opinions concerning property, to what country in Europe did not 
the progress of their fury furnish just cause of alarm ? Of all things, 
wisdom is the most terrified with epidemical fanaticism, because of 
all enemies it is that against which she is the least able to furnish any 
kind of resource. We cannot be ignorant of the spirit of atheistical 
fanaticism, that is inspired by a multitude of writings, dispersed with 
incredible assiduity and expense, and by sermons delivered in all the 
streets and places of public resort in Paris. These writings and ser- 
mons have filled the populace with a black and savage atrocity of 
mind, which supersedes in them the common feelings of nature, as 
well as all sentiments of morality and religion ; insomuch that these 
wretches are induced to l>ear with a sullen patience the intolerable 
distresses brought upon them by the violent convulsions and permut- 
ations that have been made in property?! The spirit of prosely tism 

* Speech of M. Capius, published by order of the National Assembly. 

•f Whether the following description is strictly true I know not; but it is what 
the publishers would have pass for true, in order to animate others. In a letter from 
Toul, given in one of their papers, is the following passage concerning the people 
of that district :' Dans la Revolution actuelle, ils ont resist^ k toutes les sfductions 
du bigotisme, aux persictUums et aitx tracassertes des Ennemis de la Revolu- 
tion. Oubliant leurs plus grands intkrtts pour rendre hoimnage aux vues 
d'ordre g^n^ral qui ont determine TAssembl^e Nationale, ils voient, softs se 
plaindre, supprimer cette foule d'etablissemens ecciesiastiques par lesquels ils 
subsistoient ; et'm^me, en perdant leur siige episcopal, la seule de toutes ces 
ressources qui pouvoit, ou plutAt qui devoit, en toute iquiti, leur fttre coiiservee ; 
condamnes i la plus effrayaiiU misWe, sans avoir tti ni pu itre entendus, ils 
ne muYmurent point, ils restent fiddles aux principes de plus pur patriotLrae; 
ils sont encore prftts i verser leur sang pour le maintien de la Constitutioa,, ojaJk. 
va reduire leur Ville 2k la plus dtplorable nuUiU: tVvcsti '^to^^*^ ^"^^ \NaN-'SKs&- 
posed to have endured those suflferings and mivksXvces vn. ^ sVt>s!sgv^^^'i^S»^"*^^- 
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But It will be argued, that this confiscation in France oog^ noi 
alarm other nations. They say it is not made fromwuitaii npod 
that it is a great measure of natioBal policy, adopted to i — o w 
extensive, inveterate, supersdtious nriwchiiiif. It k witll Che (gnat 
difficulty that I am aUe to tepente policy from jmtieB. 
itself the great standing policy of dhrO aodety | aad m 
parture from it, under any drctunstance^ fiet uder dw i 
being no policy at all. 

When men are encourajged to go into a certain node of fife \if 
existing laws, and protected in that mode as in a lawlbl occ milfc 
when they have accommodated all their ideas and aH Aeir halAi 
it ; when the law had long made their adhereaoe to ki n 
a ground of reputation, and their departure from dwm • cm 
of disgrace and even of penalty, — 1 am sure it is m^lost !■ m Iq 
lattu-e, by an arbitrary act, to offer a sodden violenoe to tlirir ml 
and their feelmgs ; forcibly to degrade them from their state i 
condition, and to stigmatize with shame and infiuny timt itenc 
and those customs which before had been made Ae meawm of ti 
happiness and honour. If to this be added an eapolwon from d 
habitations, and a confiscation of all their goods, I am not i 
enough to discover how this despotic sport, made of the 
consciences, prejudices, and jMroperties of men, am be < 
from the rankest tyranny. 

If the injustice of the course pursued in France be detf, 1 
policy of the measure, that is, the public benefit to be expectedfrom 
ought to be at least as evident, and at least as important To a n 
who acts under the influence of no passi(»i, who has notfafaif hi ^ 
in liis projects but the public good, a great difference will immadlal 
strike him, between what policy would dictate on the original hH 
duction of such institutions, and on a question of their total ehoGti 
where they have cast their roots wide and deep, and «dKa« hy k 
habit things more valuable than themselves are so adaqpted to tfai 
and in a manner interwoven with them, that the one c am Hit 
destroyed without notably impairing the other. He ought he « 
barrassed, if the case were really such as sophisters represcat 
theu- paltry style of debating. But in this, as in most queet^ 
State, there is a middle. There is something else than ^ 
ahcmative of absolute destruction, or unreloxmcA. «Qa*~— ' 
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i WKilLh, the dkctplinCf and Ilie Tiabilfi of fiudi cotpontlons, as 
jK vvluch yauhave rashly dultDyed, cannot find any way of con- 
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JeniiDg a war ; and which make 4a cnel a use of their jtdvanlDeet, 
05 they can happen to tugag^ the munadcmte vulear aa the one side 

the cofiLcntiDD betiv«n fond altachrneut and ficice Antipathy eon- 

dCDt man were ohhgvd to make a choice of wlial errors and e£ces&ca 
of enthusiasm he would condemn or bear, perhaps he would think 

demolishes — that which adorns a country, than thU which deformB 
it— that which endows, than that which plunders— that which dis- 
poses to mistaken beneficence, than that which stimulates to real in- 



leir-denial. Such, 1 think, is very neariy the stale of the quesdrm 
between the ancient founders of mopkish [tuper^tttioni and the super- 
ititioD of \ht pietended philosophen of the hour. 

Pot the present 1 postpone ail consideration of the supposed pub- 
tic profit of the sale, which however 1 coocetve to be perfectly 
delnslve. 1 shall here only consider it as a transfer of properly- 
On ibe policy of that tnntfct 1 ihall tnmble you with a few 

goes to the immediate soppoil of the producer. This surplus fonns 
the income of the kuided capitalisl. It viill be spent by a proprietor 
wbotadoes not labour. But this idleness is itself the aprin^ of labonr ; 
this r^osc, the spur to induBtiy. The only concern of the Sute in, 
[hat the capital taken in rant from the land, shB-jli\ie-P*i»™»-wl^-^ 
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■c1fe9 b Urger share tban is fit Tor Ibc measurE af an individual ; oi 
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I ,i Hl'KKL^'S Kl^FLECTIOXS 

i.t.i...<ii.., iiul (iciit suu^HrrM, und all the inniuiienblie fopperies and 
III. IK . iki tkliii.!i KpulLMicc N(>ort.s uH-ay the burthen of its supexflmtyT 
\\ .- i,>li;i.4U- o\cii thctc : HOC frou love of them, bat for&arof 
tt.-. .. . \\ •.- ii'Ki.uu ihciii. because property and liberty, to a degree^ 
i...|...iv lii.u iiiluiiUioii. Uui why proscribe the other, and surely* ■ 
.««.•« : i.'.iii •>( \ i,.-M , ilic more laudable use of estates ? Why, throa|^ 
iiiv ti -i.u It'll ■•! til pioiiciiy, through an outrage upon every prinopfe 

-. :i:t^it\, utiv.Mv v.itiy tUciii from the better to the worse f 

I ri 114^1 4..oii Ituiv^ccii the new individuals and the oldcofpsis 

111.. .A .(Kill .1 .iiii|K>Aiiu>a tli<»t 110 refurin could be made in the latter. 
III., u I .i.u;.u«>ii vn icioiiiiatiou, 1 always consider corporate bo^Ot 
ti :i. ..u. .•\- .11 v«>ii.'«ixtii^ v>f luauy, to be much mote susceptible of* 
\ 1% .iktwt.LK>it S> liw |K>wort)l'theStAte, intheuseof theirpn^Krtyi 

4. ..I Li iitv i«.^4iUiu>it M uiodcA Olid habits of Ufe in their membeoi 
iiuiii iMiX.tic ^4ii/.cu» uvur citu be, or perhaps oug^t to be ; andtbp 

...11. .1.1 -itv .1 \\:i> iikiiivti.d coiiNidcRition for those who undertake 

i.iti.t.ii.^ vtiiivU iitviiiH lUc lutuitt of a politic enterinae.— So &rasto 

w i:.k i^.;.iul ui ilw c;iktatu» possessed by bishops and canons, and 
I .>....•«« .tti.4ivii \ 4>vl>oi<>. t cciiiiiot liud out for what reason some bunded 
« ....I , :ii.iv iis4 Is; ^vUl v.»iliciwisc tluui by inheritance. Can aay 
i>:k.:,>..>i.:ii^ .iK>4!ii mivtv-ii.iko to Jetiioustrate the positive or the com* 
!i.i:.i.i\. i.\it, 111 li.iMii^ .1 i^viiLiui, ;uid that too a large portioo of 
! i.i.;. .i |>i>>|*vit\ , iM-ckitkj; til Micvc!«aioii through persons whose ddeto 
ii 1 .. «i\t,i> 1 III iIkivun . .ukI iiitcu ill tuct. an eminent degree of pietTi 
ii4,>i.4'-«, iii>l lu.iiiiiit^ . .1 piti|iciiy which, by its destination, in thor 
iiii ti, iiid till I he -tvMiv \>i iitciii, j^ivcs to the noblest families r tm^ a * 
iifii tiui ttii'|K>ii. to tlio Iowcni the iiieaus of dignity and elevatioD; 
.4 i>i<>i>t.ii>, lite iviiuiv ot which is the performance of some duty 
^\v^.4it.sti Niiliio wni tiuiv clioitsc to set upon that duty\ and the 
iii.ii.4> •«.! 0/ Mh.>.<«c |M \<i>it dors dcukiudh at least an exterior deconiBi 
111,1 ^i i>ii> v't iii.tiuK*is; who are to exercise a generous but tem* 
l^i-iu hl^.|»ll.tlll^ . v'^t't ot ^hv,«se iticoiue they are to consider as a 
till. I Iki vti.il UN . iud whv\ wcti whcu they fail in their trust, when 
i't..\ t-iiiv- iiiuii ilu-ti oiiat Aoevr. and det;enerate into a mere common 
xv-^ui.ii it\»MciiLtii 01 £c(ttlciuaii, urr; in no respect worse than those 
vtlto tii(\ \iu\v\-\l thciu in their forfeited possessions? Is it better 
Itui c»iaic» ^]iould b< held by those who have no duty than by those 
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i6o bl'rke's reflections 

to patch his ultimate object with an intuitive glance ; but his 
mcnts towards it ought to be deliberate. Political axnngt 
as it is a work for social ends, is to be only wrought by 
means. There, mind must conspire with mind. Time is re 
to produce that union of minds which alone can produce i 
good we aim at Our patience will achieve more tluui our 
If I might venture to appeal to what is so much out of £ut 
Paris, I mean, to experience, I should tell you, that in my 
I have known, and according to my measure have co-op 
with, great men, and I have never 3ret seen any plan 
has not been mended by the observations of those who were 
inferior in understanding to the person who took the lead 
i business. By a slow but well>sustained progress, the effect a 

f step is watched ; the good or ill success of the first, gives lij 

1 us in the second ; and so, from light to light, we are conducte 

safety through the whole series. We see, that the parts < 
system do not clash. The evils latent in the most promising 
trivances are provided for as they arise. One advantage is as li 
possible sacrificed to another. We compensate, we reconci] 
balance. We are enabled to unite into a consistent whole the v 
anomalies and contending principles that are found in the nam 
affairs of men. From hence arises, not an excellence in simi; 
but one far superior, an excellence in composition. Where the 
interests of mankind are concerned through a long suocets 
generations, that succession ought to be admitted into some ill 
the councils which are so deeply to affect them. If justice n 
this, the work itself requires the aid of more minds than one aj 
furnish. It is from this view of things that the best legislaton 
often been satisfied with the establishment of some sure, solii 
ruling principle in government ; a power like that which some 
philosophers have called a plastic nature; and having fiju 
principle, they have left it afterwards to its own operation. 

To proceed in this manner, that is, to proceed with a pre 
principle, and a prolific energy, is with me the criterion of inrc 
wisdom. What your politicians think the marks of a bokl, 
genius, are only proofs of a deplorable want of ability. By 
violent haste, and their defiance of the process of nature, thi 
delivered over blindly to every projector and adventurer, to 
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alchymlst and empiric. They despair of turning to account anything 
that is common. Diet is nothing in their system of remedy. The 
worst of it is, that this their despair of curing common distempers 
by regular methods, arises not only from defect of comprehension, 
but, I fear, from some malignity of disposition. Yoiu: legislators 
seem to have taken their opinions of all professions, ranks, and 
offices, from the declamations and buffooneries of satirists; who 
would themselves be astonished if they were held to the letter of 
their own descriptions. By listening only to these, your leaders re- 
gard all things only on the side of their vices and faults, and view 
those vices and faults under every colour of exaggeration. It is un- 
doubtedly true, though it may seem paradoxical ; but in general, 
those who are habitually employed in finding and displaying faults, 
are unqualified for the work of reformation ; because their minds are 
not only unfurnished with patterns of the fair and good, but by habit 
they come to take no delight in the contemplation of those things. 
By hating vices too much, they come to love men too little. It is 
therefore not wonderful, that they should be indisposed and unable 
to serve them. From Tience arises the complexional disposition of 
some of your guides to pull everything in pieces. At this malicious 
game they display the whole of their quadrimanous activity. As to 
the rest, the paradoxes of eloquent writers, brought forth purely as a 
sport of fancy, to try their talents, to rouse attention, and excite sur- 
prise, are taken up by these gentlemen, not in the spirit of the origin- 
al authors, as means of cultivating their taste and improving their 
style. These paradoxes become with them serious grounds of action, 
upon which they proceed in regulating the most important concerns 
of the State. Cicero ludicrously describes Cato as endeavouring to 
act in the commonwealth upon the school paradoxes which exercised 
the wits of the junior students in the Stoic philosoph}^. If this was 
true of Cato, these gentlemen copy after him in the manner of some 
persons who lived about his XxcoA—pede nudo Catonent. Mr Hume 
told me, that he had from Rousseau himself the secret of his princi- 
ples of composition. That acute, though eccentric, observer had 
perceived, that to strike and interest the public, the marvellous must 
be produced ; that the marvellous of the heathen mythologfy had long 
since lost its eflfect ; that giants, magicians, fairies, axAV^Rx^^'s* ^^. 'c^- 
mance which succeeded, had exhausle^ ^^ ■^^^'^'^ '^'^ ^x^^s>^>sc^ 
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conclude that to be good from whence good is derived. In old estab- 
lishments various correctives have been found for their aberrations 
from theory. Indeed they are the results of various necessities and 
expediences. They are not often constructed after any theory ; 
theories are rather drawn from them. In them we often see the end 
best obtained, where the means seem not perfectly reconcileable to 
what we may fancy was the original scheme. The means taught by 
experience may be better suited to political ends than those contrived 
in the original project. They again re-act upon the primitive consti- 
tution, and sometimes improve the design itself froA which they seem 
to have departed. I think all this might be curiously exemplified in 
the British constitution. At worst, the errors and deviations of every 
kind in reckoning are found and computed, and the ship proceeds in 
her course. This is the case of old establishments ; but in a new and 
merely theoretic system, it is • expected that every contrivance shall 
appear, on the face of it, to answer its ends ; especially where the 
projectors are no way embarrassed with' an endeavour to accommo- 
date the new'building to an old one, either in the walls or on the 
foundations. 

The French builders, clearing away as mere rubbish whatever 
they found, and, like their ornamental gardeners, forming everything 
into an exact level, propose to rest the whole local and general legis- 
lature on three bases of three different kinds ; one geometrical, one 
arithmetical, and the third financial ; the first of which they call the 
basis of territory ; the second, the basis of population ; and the third, 
the basis of contribution^ For the accomplishment of the first of 
these purposes they divide the area of their country into eighty-one 
pieces, regularly square, of eighteen leagues by eighteen, lliese 
large divisions are called Departments. These they portion, pro- 
ceeding by square measurement, into seventeen hundred and twenty 
districts called Communes. These again they subdivide, still pro- 
ceeding by square measurement, into smaller districts called Cantons^ 
making in all 6400. 

At first view this geometrical basis of theirs presents not much to 
admire or to blame. It calls for no great legislative talents. No- 
thing more than an accurate land surveyor, with his chain, svgJxt.^'jccA. 
theodolite, is requisite for such a p\atv as xJkvs. \tw \ic^^ ^^ ^v«>^««5.^ 
of the country, various accldeats at vaxvoMS \!vca&'&, ^vA ^^ '^ "^^ 
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of the one, or of the other, or of both, because some provinces may pay 
the more of either or of both, on account of causes not intrinsic, but 
originating from those very districts over whom they have obtained a 
preference in consequence of their ostensible contribution. 

If the masses were independent sovereign bodies, who were to 
provide for a federative treasury by distinct contingents, and that the 
revenue had not (as it has) many impositions running through the 
whole, which affect men individually, and not corporately, and 
which, by their nature, confound all territorial limits, something 
might be said for the basis of contribution as founded on masses. 
But of all things, this representation, to be measured by contribution, 
is the most difficult to settle upon principles of equity, in a coimtry 
which considers its districts as members of a whole. For a great 
city, such as Bordeaux or Paris, appears to pay a vast body of 
duties, almost out of all assignable proportion to other places, and its 
mass is considered accordingly. But are these cities the true con- 
tributors in that proportion? No. The consumers of the com- 
modities imported into Bordeaux, who are scattered through all 
France, pay the import duties of Bordeaux. The produce of the 
vintage in Guienne and Languedoc give to that city the means of its 
contribution growing out of an export commerce. The landowners 
who spend their estates in Paris, and are thereby the creators of that 
city, contribute for Paris from the provinces out of which their 
revenues arise. 

Very nearly the same arguments will apply to the same repre- 
sentative share given on account oX direct contribution ; because the 
direct contribution must be assessed on wealth, real or presumed ; 
and that local wealth will itself arise from causes not local, and 
which, therefore, in equity ought not to produce a local preference. 

It is very remarkable that, in this fundamental regulation, which 
settles the representation of the mass upon the direct contribution, 
they have not yet settled how that direct contribution shail be laid, 
and how apportioned. Perhaps there is some latent policy towards 
the continuance of the present Assembly in this strange procedure. 
However, until they do this, they can have no certain constitution. 
It must depend at last upon the system of taxation, and must vary 
with every variation in that system. As they have contrived mat- 
ters, their taxation does not so mvLcYv^e^wv^ q».^w ^ixcaC^fioj^'a^^'^ 
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again take one canton such as is stated above. If the whole of tlie 
direct contributions paid by a great trading or manufacturing town 
be divided equally among the inhabitants, each individual will be 
found to pay much more than an individual living in the country ac- 
cording to the same average. The whole paid by the inhabitants of 
the former will be more than the whole paid by the inhabitants of the 
latter — we may fairly assume one-third more. Then the 12,700 in- 
habitants, or 2193 voters, of the canton will pay as much as 19,050 
inhabitants, or 3289 voters, of the other cantons, which are nearly the 
estimated proportion of inhabitants and voters of five other cantons. 
Now the 2193 voters will, as I before said, send only ten deputies to 
the assembly ; the 3289 voters will send sixteen. Thus, for an equal 
share in the contribution of the whole commune, tliere will be a dif- 
ference of sixteen voices to ten in voting for deputies to be chosen on 
the priiKiple of representing the general contribution of the whole 
commune. 

By the same mode of computation we shall find 15,875 inhabitants, 
or 2741 voters, of the other cantons, who pay one sixth less to the con- 
tribution of the whole commune, will have three voices more than th6 
IS, 700 inhabitants, or 2193 voters, of the one canton. 

Such is the fantastical and unjust inequality between mass and 
mass, in this curious repetition of the rights of representation arising 
out of territory and contribution. The qualifications which these 
confer are in truth negative qualifications, that give a right in an in- 
verse proportion to the possession of them. 

In this whole contrivance of the three bases, consider it in any light 
you please, I do not see a variety of objects, reconciled in one con- 
sistent whole, but several contradictory principles reluctantly and 
irreconcileably brought and held together by your philosophers, like 
wild beasts shut up in a cage, to claw and bite each other to their 
mutual destruction. 

I am afraid I have gone too far into their way of considering the 
formation of a constitution. They have much, but bad, metaphysics ; 
much, but bad, geometry ; much, but false, proportionate arithmetic ; 
but if it were all as exact as metaphysics, geometry, and arithmetic 
ought to be, and if their schemes were perfectly consistent in all their 
parts, it would make only a more fair and sightly vision. It is re- 
marlmble, that in a great arrangetfteiit ol tBasS«lva.^» ^^rn. q\!»s. v«^s.vec*«^ 
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whatsoever is to be fuund to anything moral or anything politic 
nothing that relates to the concerns, the actions, the passions, the in 
terests of men. Ilontinetn non sapiunt. 

You see I only consider this constitution as electoral, and leadin] 
by steps to the National Assembly. I do not enter into the interna 
government of the departments, and their genealogy through th^ 
communes and cantons. These local governments are, in the origina 
plan, to be as nearly as possible composed in the same manner an< 
on the same principles with the elective assemblies. They are eacl 
of them bodies perfectly compact and rounded in themselves. 

You cannot but perceive in this scheme, that it has a direct an< 
immediate tendency to sever France into a variety of republics, and Xx 
\ render them totally independent of each other, without any direct con 

stitutional means of coherence, connection, or subordination, excep 
what may be derived from their acquiescence in the determination 
of the general congress of the ambassadors from each independen 
republic. Such in reality is the National Assembly, and such govern 
ments I admit do exist in the world, though in forms infinitely mor 
suitable to the local and habitual circumstances of their people. Bu 
; such associations, rather than bodies politic, have generally been tb 

^ effect of necessity, not choice ; and I believe the present Frencl 

power is the very first body of citizens, who having obtained ful 
authority to do with their country what they pleased, have chc^en b 
dissever it in this barbarous manner. 
I It is impossible not to observe, that in the spirit of this geo 

j metrical distribution, and arithmetical arrangement, these pretender 

citizens treat France exactly like a country of conquest. Acting a 
conquerors, they have imitated the policy of the harshest of tha 
harsh race. The policy of such barbarous victors, who contemn ; 
subdued people, and insult their feelings, has ever been, as much a 
in them lay, to destroy all vestiges of the ancient country, in religion 
in polity, in laws, and in manners ; to confound all territorial limits 
to produce a general poverty ; to put up their properties to auction 
to crush their princes, nobles, and pontiffs ; to lay low everything 
which had lifted its head above the level, or which could serve t 
combine or rally, in their distresses, the disbanded people, under th 
standard of old opinion. They have made France free in the manne 
in which thost sincere friends to the rights of mankind, the Romans 
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was something else in the intellectual world besides substance and 
gHauiity. lliey nught learn from the catechisms of metaphysics that 
there were eight heads more,* in every complex deliberation, which 
they have never thought of, though these, of all the ten, arc the 
subject on which the skill of man can operate anything at all. 

So far from this able disposition of some of the old republican 
k^islators, which follows with a solicitous accuracy the moral con- 
ditions and propensities of men, they have levelled and crushed 
together all the orders which they found, even under the coarse un- 
artifidal arrangement of the monarchy, in which mode of govcniment 
the classing of the citizens is not of so much importance as in a re- 
public. It is true, however, that every such classification, if properly 
ordered, is good in all forms of government ; and composes a strong 
barrier against the excesses of despotism, as well as it is the necessary 
means of giving effect and permanence to a republic. For want of 
something of this kind, if the present project of a republic should fail, 
all securities to a moderated freedom fail along with it ; all the indi- 
rect restraints which mitigate despotism are removed ; insomuch that 
if monarchy should ever again obtain an entire ascendency in France, 
under this or under any other dynasty, it will probaUy be, if not 
voluntarily tempered at setting out by the wise and virtuous counsels 
of the prince, the most completely arbitrary power that has ever 
appeared on earth. This is to play a most desperate game. 

The confusion^ which attends on all such proceedings, they even 
declare to be one of their objects, and they hope to secure their con- 
stitution by a terror of a return of those evils which attended their 
making it. * By this,* say they, * its destruction will become difficult 
to authority, which cannot break it up without the entire disorganiza- 
tion of the iriiole State.* They presume, that if this authority should 
ever come to the same degree of power that they have acquired, it 
would make a more moderate and chastised use of it, and would 
IMously tremble entirely to disorganize the State in the savage man- 
ner that they have done. They expect, from the virtues of returning 
despotism, the seciuity which is to be enjoyed by the offspring of 
their popular vices. 

I wish, Sir, that you and my readers would give an attentive 
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toLilly diTcrent. With us ihe reprcHntaiivc, teparateil from Lhc 
A other parlb, can have no aolion and ao cjdstence. 11ie gavemnient U 
die poml of reference of [he several members and dwlricts of our re- 
preaenUliDn. This is the centre nf aui uaily. This gmrerDnumi of 
refartBC* u u tmsMe for the viiair, and not for the parii. So it the 
oIb« brimcli of our puhlic council, I oican the Hatac of Lords. 
With u> the khg nod (he lonk are several and jolnlsecumies for the 
cqufllltr of each diitrict, each prorince, each city. When did yau 
hear in Great Biilian of any prDVinco tuflering from the iwaiuality 
of its representation ; what di*tiicc from ho-vin^ no representation Bl 
aU i Sot only OUT monarctiy and our peerage secure the equality on 
which oae unity depends, but it 1* the spirit of the House of Com- 

ishly cotnpUined of, is perhaps the very thin^ which prevents us fiam 
dunlans or acting as nwmbcn for districts. Cornwall elecu as many 
memben as all Scotland. But is Cornwall better taken can of Chan 
ScDtLindr Few trouble their heads about any of your bases, oulsf 
_ aome giddy dubs- Moat of those, who wiiih for any change, upon 
any plaufiible grounds, desire it on diHerent ideas. 
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constitution are equallyfugitive, and exist only for the election, they 
may be no longer the same persons who had chosen him, to whom he 
is to be responsible when he solicits for a renewal of his trust. To 
call all the secondary electors of the Commune to account, is ridicul- 
ous, imfMracticable, and unjust ; they may themselves have been de- 
ceived in their choice, as the third set of electors, those of the2?</Jar^- 
tnentt may be in theirs. In your elections responsibility cannot exist. 

Finding no sort of principle of coherence with each other in the 
nature and constitution of the several new republics of P'rance, I 
considered what cement the legislators had provided for them from 
any extraneous materials. Their confederations, their spectacles^ 
their civic feasts, and their enthusiasm, I take no notice of ; they are 
nothing but xa&t^ tricks ; but tracing their policy through their 
actions, I think I can distinguish the arrangements by which they 
propose to hold these republics together. The first, is the cotifisca' 
tioHf with the compulsory paper currency annexed to it ; the second, 
is the supreme power of the city of Paris ; the third, is the general 
army of the State. Of this last I shall reserve what I have to say, 
until I come to consider the army as a head by itself. ' 

As to the operation of the first (the confiscation and paper cur- 
rency) merely as a cement, I cannot deny that these, the one depend- 
ing on the other, may for some time compose some sort of cement, if 
tiieir madness and folly in the management, and in the tempering of 
the x>arts together, does not produce a repulsion in the very outset. 
But allowing to the scheme some coherence and some duration, it 
appears to me, that if, after a while, the confiscation should not be 
found sufficient to support the paper coinage (as I am morally certain 
it will not), then, instead of cementing, it will add infinitely to the 
dissociation, distraction, and confusion of these confederate republics, 
both with relation to each other, and to the several parts within them- 
selves. But if the confiscation should so far succeed as to sink the 
paper currency, the cement is gone with the circulation. In the 
mean time its binding force will be very uncertain, and it will straighten 
or relax with every variation in the credit of the paper. 

One thing only is certain in this scheme, which is an effect seem- 
ingly collateral, but direct, I have no doubt, in the minds of those 
who conduct this business ; that is, its effect in producing an Oli- 
garchy in every one of the republics. A. v^^pet cvco^Vworcv,, t\qx 
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fotindcJ on any real money deposited or engaged for, amou 
already to four-and-forty millions of English money, and this 
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I what power, authority, and influence is left, in any form what* 
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I circulation. 
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I intensity of the force with which this system must operate. B; 

j means the spirit of money-jobbing and speculation goes into the 

of land itself, and incorporates with it. By this kind of open 

that species of property becomes (as it were) volatized ; it assun 

£ unnatural and monstrous activity, and thereby throws into the I 

•g of the several managers, principal and subordinate, Parisian 

|| provincial, all the representative of money, and perhaps a full 

part of all the land in France, which has now acquired thewors 

most pernicious part of the evil of a paper circulation, the gr« 

possible uncertainty in its value. They have reversed the Lat 

kindness to the landed property of Delos. They have sent the 

be blown about, like the light fragments of a wreck, aras etli 

ciraitn. 
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the shop with this money, he finds it seven per cent, the worse for 
crossing the way. This market he will not readily resort to again. 
The townsman can calculate from day to day : not so the inhabitant 
of the coimtry. The townspeople will be inflamed ! they will force 
the country-people to bring their com. Resistance will begin, and 
the murders of Paris and St Denis may be renewed through all 
France. 

What signifies the empty compliment paid to the country by 
giving it perhaps more than its share in the theory of yotu* represent- 
ation ? Where have you placed the real power over moneyed and " 
landed circulation ? Where have you placed the means of raising 
and falling the value of every man's freehold? Those whose opera- 
tions can take from, or add ten per cent, to, the possessions of every 
man in France, must be the masters of every man in France. The 
whole of the power obtained by this revolution will settle in the 
towns among the burghers, and the money directors who lead them. 
The landed gentleman, the yeoman, and the peasant have, none of 
them, habits, or inclinations, or experience, which can lead them to 
any share in this the sole source of power and influence now left in 
France. The very nature of a country life, the very nature of 
landed property, in all the occupations, and all the pleasures they 
afford, render combination and arrangement (the sole way of pro- 
curing and exerting influence) in a mariner impossible amongst 
covmtry-people. Combine them by all the art you can, and all the 
industry, they are always dissolving into individuality. Anything in 
the nature of incorporation is almost impracticable amongst them. 
Hope, fear, alarm, jealousy, the ephemerous tale that does its business 
and dies in a day, all these things, which are the reins and spurs by 
which leaders check or urge the minds of followers, are not easily 
employed, or hardly at all, amongst scattered people. They as- 
semble, they arm, they act with the utmost difficulty, and at the 
greatest charge. Their efforts, if ever they can be commenced, 
cannot be sustained. They cannot proceed systematically. If the 
country gentlemen attempt an influence through the mere income of 
their property, what is it to that of those who have ten times their 
income to sell, and who can ruin their property by bringing their 
plunder ta meet it at market. If the landed man wishes to TOssc^sgisa:^^ 
he lowers the value of his land, aad xajvsfc% ^<i N^Nift. QS.\sis»^a^>5S^!*s»- 
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The second material of cement for their new republic is the supe- 
riority of the city of Paris ; and this I admit is strongly connected 
with the other cementing principle of paper circulation and confisca- 
tion. It is in this part of the project we must look for the cause of 
the destruction of all the old bounds of provinces and jurisdictions, 
ecclesiastical and secular, and the dissolution of all ancient combina- 
tions of things, as well as the formation of so many small unconnected 
republics. The power of the city of Paris is evidently one great 
spring of all their politics. It is through the power of Paris, now 
become the centre and focus of jobbing, that the leaders of this faction 
direct, or rather command, the whole legislative and the whole execu- 
tive government. Everything therefore must be done which can 
confirm the authority of that city over the other republics. Paris is 
compact ; she has an enormous strength, wholly disproportioned to 
the force of any of the square republics ; and this strength is col- 
lected and condensed within a narrow compass. Paris has a natural 
and easy connection of its parts, which will not be affected by any 
scheme of a geometrical constitution, nor does it much signify whe- 
ther its proportion of representation be more or less, since it has the 
whole draught of fishes in its drag-net. The other divisions of the 
kingdom being hackled and torn to pieces, and separated from all 
their habitual means, and even principles of union, cannot, for some 
time at least, confederate against her. Nothing was to be left in all 
the suboidinate members, but weakness, disconnection, and confusion. 
To confirm this part of the plan, the Assembly has lately come to a 
resolution, that no two of their republics shall have the same con> 
mander-in-chief. 

To a person who takes a view of the whole, the strength of Paris 
thus formed, will appear a system of general weakness. It is boasted, 
that the geometrical policy has been adopted, that all local ideas 
should be sunk, and that the people should no longer be Gascons, 
Picards, Bretons, Normans, but Frenchmen, with one country, one 
heart, and one Assembly. But instead of being all Frenchmen, the 
greater likelihood is, that the inhabitants of that region will shortly 
have no country. No man ever was attached by a sense of pride, 
partiality} or real affection, to a description of square measurement. 
He never will glory in belonging to the Chequer^ No. ^^..^CiPtVsi-asto^ 
other badge-ticket. We begixv omx ■^\i»o\\c ^^wiXxwv^Ss^^Nss.Sassi&sa'- 
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► projector of a republic. They have forgotten to constitute a Senate , 
or something of that nature and character. Never, before this time, 
was heard of a body politic composed of one legislative and active As- 
sembly, and its executive officers, without such a council ; without 
something to which foreign States might connect themselves ; some- 
thing to which, in the ordinary detail of government, the people could 
look up ; something which might g^ve a bias and steadiness, and pre- 
serve something like consistency in the proceedings of state. Such a 
body kings generally have as a council. A monarchy may exist without 
it ; but it seems to be in the very essence of a republican government. 
It holds a sort of middle place between the supreme power exercised 
by the people, or immediately delegated from them, and the mere 
executive. Of this there are no traces in your constitution ; and in 
providing nothing of this kind, your Solons and Numas have, as much 
as in anything else, discovered a sovereign incapacity. 

Let us now turn our eyes to what they have done towards the 
formation of an executive power. For this they have chosen a de- 
graded king. This their first executive officer is to be a machine, 
without any sort of deliberative discretion in any one .act of this 
function. At best he is but a channel to convey to the National 
Assembly such matter as may import that body to know. If he had 
been made the exclusive channel, the power would not have been 
without its importance ; though infinitely perilous to those who would 
choose to exercise it. But public intelligence and statement of facts 
may pass to the Assembly, with equal authenticity, through any other 
conveyance. As to the means, therefore, of giving a direction to 
measures by the statement of an authorized reporter, this office of 
intelligence is as nothing. 

To consider the French scheme of an executive officer in its two 
natural divisions of civil and political — In the first it must be ob- 
served, that, according to the new constitution, the higher parts of" 
judicature, in either of its lines, are not in the king. The king of 
France is not the fountain of justice. The judges, neither the original 
nor the appellate, are of his nomination. He neither proposes the 
candidates, nor has a negative on the choice. He is not even the 
public prosecutor. He serves only as a notary to authenticate the 
choice made of the judges in the several districts. By KU Oi^&saex^^Nft. 
is ta execute their sentence. WYxeu we\oo\i.\aXQ>Ca&Vrafc'QaJ«^^'=S- 
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king is to execute the order ; and upon every occasion he is to be 
spattered over mth the blood of his people. He has no negative ; 
yet his name and authority is used to enforce every harsh decree. 
Nay, he must concur in the butchery of those who shall attempt to 
free him from his imprisonment, or show the slightest attachment to 
his person or to his ancient authority. 

Executive magistracy ought to be constituted in such a manner, 
that those who compose it should be disposed to love and to venerate 
those whom they are bound to obey. A purposed neglect, or, what 
is worse, a literal but perverse and malignant obedience, must be the 
ruin of the wisest counsels. In vain will the law attempt to anticipate 
or to follow such studied neglects and fraudulent attentions. To make 
men act zealously is not in the competence of law. Kings, even such 
as are truly kings, may and ought to bear the freedom of subjects that 
are obnoxious to them. They may too, without derogating from 
themselves, bear even the authority of such persons if it promotes 
their service. Louis XIII. mortally hated the Cardinal de Richelieu ; 
but his support of that minister against his rivals was the source of 
all the glory of his reign, and the solid fovmdation of his throne itself. 
Louis XIV., when come to the throne, did not love the Cardinal 
Mazarine ; but for his interests he preserved him in power. When 
old, he detested Louvois ; but for years, whilst he faithfully served 
his greatness, he endured his person. When George II. took Mr 
Pitt, who certainly was not agreeable to him, into his councils, he did 
nothing which could humble a wise sovereign. But these ministers, 
who were chosen by affairs, not by affections, acted in the nan>e off 
and in trust for, kings ; and not as their avowed, constitutional, and 
ostensible masters. I think it impo5;sibIe that any king, when he has 
recovered his first teh-ors, can cordially infuse vivacity and vigour 
into measures which he knows to be dictated by those who he must 
be persuaded are in the highest degree ill affected to his person. Will 
any ministers, who serve such a king (or whatever he may be called) 
with but a decent appearance of respect, cordially obey the orders of 
those whom but the other day in his name they had committed to the 
Bastile ? w ill they obey the orders of those whom, whilst they were 
exercising despotic justice upon them, they conceived they .were 
treating jvith lenity ; and for whom, in a prison, they thought they 
had provided an asylum ? If you expect suOa. oXit^vewye,^ •aas^'cfw?^ 
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culprits. The ministers of State in France are the only persons in 
that country who are incapable of a share in the national councils. 
What ministers I What councils I What a nation ! But they are 
responsible. It is a poor service that is to be had from responsibility. 
The elevation of mind to be derived from fear, will never make a 
nation glorious. Responsibility prevents crimes. It makes all 
attempts against the laws dangerous. But for a principle of active 
and zealous service, none but idiots could think of it. Is the conduct 
of a war to be trusted to a man who may abhor its principle ; who, in 
every step he may take to render it successful, confirms the power of 
those by whom he is oppressed ? Will foreign States seriously treat 
with him who has no prerogative of peace or war ; no, not so much 
as in a single vote by himself or his ministers, or by any one whom 
he can possibly influence. A state of contempt is not a state for a 
prince ; better get rid of him at once. 

I know it will be said, that these humours in the court and ex- 
ecutive government will continue only through this generation ; and 
that the king has been brought to declare that the dauphin shall be 
educated in a conformity to his situation. If he is made to conform 
to his situation, he will ha've no education at all. His training must 
be worse even than that of an arbitrary monarch. If he reads, — 
whether he reads or not, some good or evil genius will tell him his 
ancestors were kings. Thenceforward his object must be to assert 
himself, and to avenge his parents. This you will say is not his 
duty. That may be ; but it is nature ; and whilst you pique nature 
against you, you do unwisely to trust to duty. In this futile scheme 
of polity, the State nurses in its bosom, for the present, a source of 
weakness, of perplexity, counteraction, inefficiency, and decay ; and 
it prepares the means of its final ruin. In short, I see nothing in the 
executive force (I cannot call it authority) that has even an appear- 
ance of vigour, or that has the smallest degree of just correspondence 
or symmetry, or amicable relation, with the supreme power, either as 
it now exists, or as it is planned for the future government. 

You have settled, by an economy as perverted as the policy, two 
establishments of government ; one real, one fictitious. Both main- 
tained at a vast expense ; but the fictitious at, I think, the greatest. 
Such a machine as the latter is not worth the grease of its wheals.. 
The expense is exorbitant ; and neither 0\e s\vov» "aox >Cafc>dSfc, ^^'skc^'*- 
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stood in the situation in which they have been for this last twelve- 
month. They wished well, I take it for granted, to the Revolution. 
Let this fact be as it may, they could not, placed as they were upon 
an eminence, though an eminence of humiliation, but be the first to 
see collectively, and to feel each in his own department, the evils 
which have been produced by that Revolution. In every step which 
they took, or forbore to take, they must have felt the degraded situa- 
tion of their country, and their utter incapacity of serving it. They 
are in a species of subordinate servitude, in which no men before 
them were ever seen. Without confidence from their sovereign, on 
whom they were forced, or from the Assembly who forced them upon 
him, all the noble functions of their office are executed by committees 
of the Assembly, without any regard whatsoever to their personal, or 
their official authority. They are to execute, without power ; they 
are to be responsible, without discretvpn ; they are to deliberate, 
without choice. In their puzzled situation, under two sovereigns, 
over neither of whom they have any influence, they must act in such 
a manner as (in effect, whatever they may intend) sometimes to betray 
the one, sometimes the other, and always to betray themselves. 
Such has been their situation ; such must be the situation of those 
who succeed them. I have much respect, and many good wishes, for 
M. Necker. I am obliged to him for attentions. I thought when 
his enemies had driven him from Versailles, that his exile was a sub- 
ject of most serious congratulation — sed muliee urbes etpublica vota 
vicerunt. He is now sitting on the ruins of the finances, and of the 
monarchy of France. 

A great deal more might be observed on the strange constitution 
of the executory part of the new government ; but fatigue must give 
bounds to the discussion of subjects, which in themselves have hardly 
any limits. 

As little genius and talent am I able to perceive in the plan of 
judicature formed by the National Assembly. According to their in- 
variable course, the framers of your constitution have begun with the 
utter abolition of the parliaments. These venerable bodies, like the 
rest of the old government, stood in need of reform, even though 
there should be no change made in the monarchy. They required 
several more alterations to adapt them to the system of a free co^nsAx- 
tution. But they had particulars m tivevi coti%\ku\\ati» vccv^ \^s\o'iR. 
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If the parliaments had been preserved, instead of being dissolved 
at so ruinous a change to the nation, they might have served in this 
new commonwealth, perhaps not precisely the same (I do not mean 
an exact parallel), but near the same purposes as the court and senate 
of Areopagus did in Athens ; that is, as one of the balances and cor- 
rectives to the evils of a light and unjust democracy. Every one 
knows that this tribunal was the great stay of that State ; every one 
knows with what care it was upheld, and with what a religious awe it 
was consecrated. The parliaments were not wholly free from faction, 
I admit ; but this evil was exterior and accidental, and not so much 
the vice of their constitution itself, as it must be in your new contriv- 
ance of sexennial elective judicatories. Several English commend 
the abolition of the old tribunals, as supposing that they determined 
everything by bribery and corruption. But they have stood the test 
of monarchic and republican scrutiny. The court was well disposed 
to prove corruption on those bodies when they were dissolved in 1771. 
Those who have again dissolved them would have done the same if 
they could — but both inquisitions having failed, I conclude, that gross 
pecuniary corruption must have been rather rare amongst them. 

It would have been prudent, along with the parliaments, to pre- 
serve their ancient power of registering, and of remonstrating at least, 
upon all the decrees of the National Assembly, as they did upon those 
which passed in the time of the monarchy. It would be a means of 
squaring the occasional decrees of a democracy to some principles of 
general jurisprudence. The vice of the ancient democracies, and one 
cause of their ruin, was, that they ruled, as you do, by occasional 
decrees, psephismata. This practice soon broke in upon the tenor 
and consistency of the laws ; it abated the respect of the people 
towards them ; and totally destroyed them in the end. 

Your vesting the power of remonstrance, which, in the time of the 
monarchy, existed in the parliament of Paris, in your principal 
executive officer, whom, in spite of common sense, you persevere in 
calling king, is the height of absurdity. You ought never to suffer 
remonstrance from him who is to execute. This is to understand 
neither council nor execution; neither authority nor obedience. The 
person whom you call king, ought not to have this power, or he ought 
to have more. 

Your "prcsGTit arrangement is strictVy jMdXcVa^. \xkS\ftaAQ"i. ■sssciX»!osn-'?» 
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- ' What incomprehensible spirit of delirium and delusion has all at 
once led them astray? Whilst you are indefatigable in establishing 
uniformity in the empire, and moulding the whole into one coherent 
and consistent body ; whilst the French are taught by you, at once 
the respect which the laws owe to the rights of man, and that which 
the citizens owe to the laws, the administration of the army presents 
nothing but disturbance and confusion. I see in more than one 
corps the bonds of discipline relaxed or broken ; the most unheard- 
of pretensions avowed directly and without any disguise ; the ordin- 
ances without force ; the chiefs without authority ; the military 
chest and the colours carried off ; the authority of the king himself 
Irisum Uneaiis] proudly defied ; the officers despised, degraded, 
threatened, driven away, and some of them prisoners in the midst of 
their corps, dragging on a precarious life in the bosom of disgust and 
humiliation. To fill up the measure of all these horrors, the com- 
mandants of places have had their throats cut, under the eyes, and 
almost in the arms, of their own soldiers. 

* These evils are great ; but they are not the worst consequences 
which may be produced by such military insurrections. Sooner or 
later they may menace the nation itself. TAe nature of things re- 
quires, that the army should never act but as an instrument. The 
moment that, erecting itself into a deliberative body, it shall act 
according to its own resolutions, the government, be it what it may^ 
will immediately degenerate into a military democracy; a species 
of political monster, which has always ended by devouring those who 
have produced it. 

' After all this, who must not be aLirmed at the irregular consult- 
ations, and turbulent committees, formed in some regiments by the 
common soldiers and non-commissioned officers, without the know- 
ledge, or even in contempt of the authority, of their superiors : 
although the presence and concurrence of those superiors could give 
no authority to such monstrous democratic assemblies [comices].* 

It is not necessary to add much to this finished picture : finished 
as far as its canvas admits ; but, as I apprehend, not taking in the 
whole of the nature and complexity of the disorders of this military 
democracy, which, the Minister at War truly and wisely observes, 
wherever it exists, must be the true constitution of the State, by 
whatever formal appellation it may pass. ¥QX^\3wck>\'^\NR."\s&s!PCT»&^ 
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of the greatest that can happen In a State. The Minister requests 
the Assembly to array itself in all its terrors, and to call forth all its 
majesty. He desires that the grave and severe principles announced 
by them may give vigour to the king's proclamation. After this we 
should have looked for courts civil and martial ; breaking of some 
corps, decimating others, and all the terrible means which necessity 
has employed in such cases to arrest the progress of the most terrible 
of all evils; particularly, one might expect that a serious inquiry 
would be made into the murder of commandants in the view of their 
soldiers. Not one word of all this, or of anything like it. After they 
had been told that the soldiery trampled upon the decrees of the 
Assembly promulgated by the king, the Assembly pass new decrees ; 
and they authorize the king to make new proclamations. After the 
Secretary at War had stated that the regiments had paid no regard 
k^to oaths /r?/^j avec la plus intposante solemniig—:thty propose — 
what? More oaths. They renew decrees and proclamations as they 
experience their insufficiency, and they multiply oaths in proportion 
as they weaken, in the minds of men, the sanctions of religion. I 
hope that handy abridgments of the excellent sermons of Voltaire, 
d'Alembert, Diderot, and Helvetius, on ffie Immortality of the Soul, 
on a particular superintending Providence, and on a Future State of 
Rewards and Punishments, are sent down to the soldiers along with 
their civic oaths. Of this I have no doubt ; as I understand, that a 
certain description of reading makes no inconsiderable part of their 
military exercises, and that they are full as well supplied with the 
ammunition of pamphlets as of cartridges. 

To prevent the mischiefs arising from conspiracies, irregular con- 
sultations, seditious committees, and monstrous democratic assemblies 
[' comitia, cornices'] of the soldiers, and all the disorders arising from 
idleness, luxury, dissipation, and insubordination, I believe the most 
astonishing means have been used, that ever occurred to men, even in 
all the inventions of this prolific age. It is no less than this : — The 
king has promulgated in circular letters to all the regiments his 
direct authority and encouragement, that the several corps should 
join themselves with the clubs and confederations in the several 
municipalities, and mix with them in their feasts and civic entertain- 
ments ! This jolly discipline, it seems, is to soften the ferocity of 
their minds ; to reconcile them to tVveir \iO\.v\^ com^axvvsw^ ^^ ^'CicNsx 
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the posts committed to their guard, to stop them in their marches 
ordered by the king, or, in a word, to enslave the troops to the caprice 
of each of the cities or even market-towns through which they are to 
pass.' 

Such is the character and disposition of the municipal society 
which is to reclaim the soldiery, to bring them back to the true prin- 
ciples of military subordination, and to render them machines in the 
hands of the supreme power of the country ! Such are the distempers 
of the French troops ! Such is their cure ! As the army is, so is the 
navy. The municipalities supersede the orders of the Assembly, and 
the seamen in their turn supersede the orders of the municipalities. 
From my heart I ifity the condition of a respectable servant of the 
public like this War Minister, obliged in his old age to pledge the 
Assembly in their civic cups, and to enter with a hoary head into all 
the fantastic vagaries of these juvenile politicians. Such schemes 
are not like propositions coming from a man of fifty years' wear and 
tear amongst mankind. They seem rather such as ought to be expected 
from those grand compounders in politics, who shorten the road to their 
degrees in the State ; and have a certain inward fanatical assurance 
and illumination upon all subjects ; upon the credit of which one of 
their doctors has thought fit, with great applause, and greater success, 
to caution the Assembly not to attend to old men, or to any persons 
who valued themselves upon their experience. I suppose all the 
Ministers of State must qualify, and take this test ; wholly abjuring 
the errors and heresies of experience and observation. Every man has 
his own relish. But I think, if I could not attain to the wisdom, I would 
at least preserve something of the stiff and peremptory dignity of age. 
These gentlemen deal in regeneration ; but at any price I should 
hardly yield my rigid fibres to be regenerated by them ; nor begin, in 
my grand climacteric, to squall in their new accents, or to stammer, 
in my second cradle, the elemental sounds of tiieir barbarous meta- 
physics. Si isti tnihi largiantur ut repucrascant, et in eorutn cunts 
vagiatn, valde recusein ! 

The imbecility of any part of the puerile and pedantic system, 
which they call a constitution, cannot be laid open without discover- 
ing the utter insufficiency and mischief of every other part with w^lch 
it comes in contact, or that bears any the remotest relation to it. Ycsvs. 
cannot propose a remedy for the incompelexic^ ol >Jna cxq.>«w, Hi\\isv«a,>a&. 
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nection of soldiers with their officers, as well as add military and 
mutinous audacity to turbulent artificers and peasants. To secure a 
real army, the officer should be first and last in the eye of the soldier ; 
first and last in his attention, observance, and esteem. Officers it 
seems there are to be, whose chief qualification must be temper 
and patience. They are to manage their troops by electioneering 
arts. They must bear themselves as candidates, not as commanders. 
But as by such means power may be occasionally in their hands, the 
authority by which they are to be nominated becomes of high im- 
portance. 

What you may do finally, does not appear ; nor is it of much 
moment, whilst the strange and contradictory relation between your 
army and all the parts of your republic, as well as the puzzled relation 
of those parts to each other and to the whole, remain as they are. 
You seem to have given the pro^'isional nomination of the officers, in 
the first instance, to the king, with a reserve of approbation by the 
National Assembly. Men who have an interest to pursue are ex- 
tremely sagacious in discovering the true seat of power. They must 
soon perceive that those who can negative indefinitely, in reality ap- 
point. The officers must therefore look to their intrigues in the As- 
sembly, as the sole certain road to promotion. Still, however, by 
your new constitution they must begin their solicitation at court. 
This double negotiation for military rank seems to me a contrivance 
as well adapted, as if it were studied for no other end, to promote 
faction in the Assembly itself, relative to this vast military patronage ; 
and then td pobon the corps of officers with factions of a nature still 
more dangerous to the safety of government, upon any bottom on 
which it can be placed, and destructive in the end of the efficiency 
of the army itself Those officers, who lose the promotions intended 
for them by the crown, must become of a faction opposite to that of 
the Assembly which has rejected their claims, and must nourish dis- 
contents in the heart of the army against the ruling powers. Those 
officers, on the other hand, who, by carrying their point through an 
interest in the Assembly, feel themselves to be at best only second in 
the good- will of the crown, though first in that of the Assembly, must 
slight an authority which would not advance, and could not retard 
their promotion. If to avoid these evils you will have no other rule 
for command or promotion than seiuotltY, "^OAaLNrlWoN^ "NCk. wK!>>i "s^- 
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son who really commands the army is your master;* the master 
(that is little) of your king, the master of your Assembly, the master 
of your whole republic. 

How came the Assembly by their present power over the army ? 
Chiefly, to be sure, by debauching the soldiers from their officers. 
They have begun by a most terrible operation. They have touched 
the central point, about which the particles that compose armies 
are at repose. They have destroyed the principle of obedience in 
the great essential link between the officer and the soldier, just 
where the chain of military subordination commences, and on which 
the whole of that system deppnds. The soldier is told he is a citi- 
zen, and has the rights of man and citizen. The right of a man, 
he is told, is to be his own governor, and to be ruled only by those 
to whom he delegates that self-government. It is very natural that 
he should think, that he ought most of all to have his choice where 
he is to yield the greatest degree of obedience. He will therefore, in 
all probability, systematically do, what he does at present occasion- 
ally ; that is, he will exercise at least a negative in the choice of his 
officers. At present the officers are known at best to be only permis- 
sive, and on their good behaviour. In fact, there have been many 
instances in which they have been cashiered by their corps. Here 
is a second negative on the choice of the king ; a negative as effect- 
ual at least as the other of the Assembly. The soldiers know already 
that it has been a question, not ill received in the National Assembly, 
whether they ought not to have the direct choice of their officers, or 
some proportion of them ? When such matters are in deliberation, it 
is no extravagant supposition that they will incline to the opinion 
most favourable to their pretensions. They will not bear to be deem- 
ed the army of an imprisoned king, whilst another army in the same 
country, with whom too they are to feast and confederate, is to be 
considered as the free army of a free constitution. They will cast 
their eyes on the other and more permanent army ; I mean the mu- 
nicipal. That corps, they well know, does actually elect its own of- 
ficers .They may not be able to discern the grounds of distinction on 
which they are not to elect a Marquis de la Fayette (or what is his 
new name) of their own ? If this election of a commancler-in-chief be 
♦■ A prophecy of the coming Napoleon. 






•e hishopR, 



nndy. Wliy khould Lhcy aloae he exduiled T Are the braVC troops 
of Friuct the only nun is that mlion who are not the fit judges aC 
mlliUiy merit, and dT the qualifiiatlDns necesiiry for i commEmder- 
inchief t Are they paid by the Sute, xnd do they IhsRUim Ism Ihe 
rights or mea F They are a pnrt of that oatiDn thenuelvet, and contii- 

losEead oT uelngaU these Torreit their rifhtB by their receivinfa 
Kalary, they pemcive that in aU these caseB a salary is given Tor the 

all your debates, all thevorks of your doctors io rcJieitm and poh- 

that they viHU apply la their own cue just as much of your docuinei 
and exunpLes as sulEs your pleaiiure, 

E'^erythtnft depends upoa the aimy in such a sorenuncnt as 
youta; for you have iadustriausly destroyed all the opitiions, and 
prejudjcca, and. as far as in you lay, all the instincts which suppofi 



irefore the n 
»ib1y and i 






Lve infused into that 




inst his people, when the world has been toll 

chapLCF or your code of the tights of mem ar 

id restrained for the benefit of others. . 
, the negroes rise on then. Troops ■; 



ON THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 209 

are the fruits of metaphysical declarations wantonly made, and 
shamefully retracted ! It was but the other day that the farmers of 
land in one of your provinces refused to pay some sorts of rents to 
the lord of the soil. In consequence of this you decree, that the 
country-people shall pay all rents and dues, except those which as 
grievances you have abolished ; and if they refuse, then you order 
the king to march troops against them. You lay down metaphysical 
propositions which infer universal consequences, and then you attempt 
to Umit logic by despotism. The leaders of the present system tell 
them of their rights, as men, to take fortresses, to murder guards, to 
seize on kings without the least appearance of authority even from 
the Assembly ; whilst, as the sovereign legislative body, that Assem- 
bly was sitting in the name of the nation ; and yet these leaders pre- 
sume to order out the troops, which have acted in these very dis- 
orders, to coerce those who shall judge on the principles, and follow 
the examples, which have been guaranteed by their own approbation. 

The leaders teach the people to abhor and reject all feodality as 
the barbarism of tyranny, and they tell them afterwards how much 
of that barbarous tyranny they are to bear with patience. As they 
are prodigal of light with regard to grievances, so the people find 
them sparing in the extreme with regard to redress. They know 
that not only certain quit-rents and personal duties, which you have 
permitted them to redeem (but have furnished no money for the re- 
demption), are as nothing to those burdens for which you have made 
no provision at all. They know, that almost the whole system of 
landed property in its origin is feudal ; that it is the distribution of 
the possessions of the original proprietors, made by a barbarous 
conqueror to his barbarous instruments ; and that the most grievous 
effects of the conquest are the land-rents of every kind ; as without 
question they are. 

The peasants, in all probability, are the descendants of these 
ancient proprietors, Romans or Gauls. But if they fail, in any 
degree, in the titles which they make on the principles of antiquaries 
and lawyers, they retreat into the citadel of the rights of men. 
There they find that men are equal ; and the earth, the kind and 
equal mother of all, ought not to be monopolized to foster the pride 
and luxury of any men, who by nature are no better than them- 
selves, and who, if they do not labour for their bt^^.d»'aa^-«^-»«.» 
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They find, that by the laws of nature the occupant and subduer of 
the soil Is the true proprietor ; that there is no prescription against 
nature ; and that the agreements (where any there are) which have 
been made with their landlords, during the time of slavery, are only 
the effect of duresse and force ; and that when the people re-entered 
into the rights of men, those agreements were made as void, as 
everything else which had been settled under the prevalence of the 
old feudal and aristocratic tyranny. They will tell you that 
they see no difference between an idler with a hat and a national 
cockade, and an idler in a cowl or in a rochet. If you ground 
the title to rents on succession and prescription, they tell you, 
from the speech of Mr Cnmus, published by the National As- 
sembly for their information, that things ill begun cannot avail 
themselves of prescription ; that the title of these lords was vicious 
in its origin ; and that force is at least as bad as fraud. As tothe 
title by succession, they will tell you, that the succession of those 
who have cultivated the soil is the true pedigree of property, and not 
rotten parchments and silly substitutions ; that the lords have en- 
joyed their ursurpation too long ; and that if they allow to these lay 
monks any charitable pqnsion, they ought to be thankful to the 
bounty of the true proprietor, who is so generous towards a false 
claimant to his goods. 

When the peasants give you back that coin of sophistic reason, 
on which you have set your image and superscription, you cry it 
down as base money, and tell them you will pay for the future with 
French guards, and dragoons, and hussars. You hold up, to chastise 
them, the second-hand authority of a king, who is only the instru- 
ment of destroying, without any power of protecting either the 
people or his own person. Through him it seems you will make 
yourselves obeyed. They answer, You have taught us that there are 
no gentlemen ; and which of your principles teach us to bow to kings 
whom we have not elected ? We know, without your teaching, that 
lands were given for the support of feudal dignities, feudal titles, 
and feudal offices. When you took down the cause as a grievance, 
why should the more grievous effect remain ? As there are now no 
hereditary honours, and no distinguished families, why are we taxed 
to maintain what you tell us ought not to exist ? You have sent 
doivn our old aristrocratic landlords iu no other character, and with 
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tution much more simple, and in every respect less exceptionable. It is 
a mere democratic body, unconnected with the crown or the kingdom ; 
afmed, and trained, and officered at the pleasure of the districts to 
which the corps severally belong ; and the personal service of the in- 
dividuals, who compose, or the fine in lieu of personal service, are 
directed by the same authority.* Nothing is more uniform. If, 
however, considered in any relation to the crown, to the National 
Assembly, to the public tribunals, or to the other army, or considered 
in a view to any coherence or connection between its parts, it seems 
a monster, and can hardly fail to terminate its perplexed movements 
in some great national calamity. It is a worse preservative of a 
general constitution, than the systasis of Crete, or the confederation 
of Poland, or any other ill-devised corrective which has yet been 
imagined, in the necessities produced bj' an ill-constructed system of 
government. 

Having concluded my few remarks on the constitution of the su- 
preme power, the executive, the judicature, the military, and on the 
reciprocal relation of all these establishments, I shall say something 
of the ability showed by your legislators with regard to the revenue. 

In their proceedings relative to this object, if possible, still fewer 
traces appear of political judgment or financial resource. When the 
States met, it seemed to be the great object to improve the system of 
revenue, to enlarge its collection, to cleanse it of oppression and vex- 
ation, and to establish it on the most solid footing. Great were the 
expectations entertained on that head throughout Europe. It was by 
this grand arrangement that France was to stand or fall ; and this 
became, in my opinion, very properly, the test by which the skill and 
patriotism of those who ruled in that Assembly would be tried. The 
revenue of the State is the State. In effect all depends upon it, 
whether for support or for reformation. The dignity of every occu- 
pation wholly depends upon the quantity and the kind of virtue that 
may be exerted in it. As all great qualities of the mind which operate 

• I see by M. Necker's account, that the National Guards of Paris have re- 
ceived, over and above the money levied within their own city, about £ 145,000 
sterling out of the public treasury. Whefher this be an actual payment for the 
nine months of their existence, or an estimate of their yearly charge, I do not 
clearly perceive. It is of no great importance, as certainly they may taka.'w'ca&r 
ever they please. 
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assumption might justify the severest tests, yet in trying their abilities 
on their financial proceedings, I would only consider what is the plain 
obvious duty of a common finance minister, and try them upon that, 
and not upon models of ideal perfection. 

The objects of a financier are, then, to secure an ample revenue ; 
to impose it with judgment and equality ; to employ it economically ; 
and when necessity obliges him to make use of credit, to secure its 
foundations in that instance, and for ever, by the clearness and can- 
dour of his proceedings, the exactness of his calculations, and the 
solidity of his funds. On these heads we may take a short and dis- 
tinct view of the merits and abilities of those in the National Assembly, 
who have taken to themselves the management of this arduous con- 
cern. Far from any increase of revenue in their hands, I find, by a 
report of M. Vernier, from the committee of finances, of the second of 
August last, that the anfount of the national revenue, as compared 
with its produce before the Revolution, was diminished by the sum of 
two hundred millions, or eight millions sterling, of the annual income, 
considerably more than one-third of the whole ! 

If this be the result of great ability, never surely was ability dis- 
played in a more distinguished manner, or with so powerful an effect. 
No common folly, no vulgar incapacity, no ordinary ofticial negli- 
gence, even no official crime, no corruption, no peculation, hardly 
any direct hostility which we have seen in the modern world, could 
in so short a time have made so complete an overthrow of the finances, 
and with them, of the strength of a great kingdom. — Cedb qui vestram 
retnpublicam tantant avtisistis tarn cito ? 

The sophisters and declaimers, as soon as the Assembly met, began 
with decrying the ancient consitution of the revenue in many of its 
most essential branches, such as the public monopoly of salt. They 
charged it, as truly as unwisely, with being ill-contrived, oppressive, 
and partial. This representation they were not satisfied to make use 
of in speeches preliminary to some plan of reform ; they declared it 
in a solemn resolution or public sentence, as it were judicially^passed 
upon it ; and this they dispersed throughout the nation. At the time 
they passed the decree, with the same gravity they ordered this same 
absurd, oppressive, and partial tax to be paid, until they could find a 
revenue to replace it. The consequence was inevitable. The tjta- 
vinces which liad been always exenv^leA. lto\a.^ia«»?aiX\Ska\NJ3^'^5^ 
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have hoped for little from this their tax in the disguise of a henevo- 
lence ; a tax, weak, Ineffective, and unequal ; a tax by which luxury, 
avarice, and selfishness were screened, and the load thrown upon 
productive capital, upon integrity, generosity, and public spirit — a 
tax, in short, upon virtue. At length the mask is thrown ofr» and 
they are now trying means (with little success) of exacting their be- 
nevolence by force. 

This benevolence, the ricketty offspring of weakness, was to be 
supported by another resource, the twin brother of the same prolific 
imbecility. The patriotic donations were to make good the failure of 
the patriotic contribution. John Doe was to become security for 
Richard Roe. By this scheme they took things of much price from 
the giver, comparatively of small value to the receiver ; they ruined 
several trades ; they pillaged the crown of its ornaments, the churches 
of their plate, arid the people 5f their personal decorations. The in- 
vention of these juvenile pretenders to liberty, was in reality nothing 
more than a servile imitation of one of the poorest resources of dotir g 
despotism. They took an old huge full-bottomed perriwigout of the 
wardrobe of the antiquated frippery of Louis XIV. to cover the 
premature baldness of the National Assembly. They produced this 
old-fashioned formal folly, though it had been so abundantly exposed 
in the Memoirs of the Duke de St Simpn, if to reasonable men it had 
wanted any arguments to display its mischief and insufficiency. 
A device of the same kind was tried in my memory by Louis XV., 
but it answered at no time. However, the necessities of ruinous wars 
were some excuse for desperate projects. The deliberations of 
calamity are rarely wise. But here was a season for disposition and 
providence. It was in a time of profound peace, then enjoyed for 
five years, and promising a much longer continuance, that they had 
recourse to this desperate trifling. They were sure to lose more 
reputation by sporting, in their serious situation, with these toys and 
playthings of finance, which have filled half their journals, than 
could possibly be compensated by the poor temporary supply which 
they afforded. It seemed as if those who adopted such projects were 
wholly ignorant of their circumstances, or wholly imequal to their 
necessities. Whatever virtue may be in these devices, it is obvious 
that neither the patriotic gifts, nor the patriotic cotttt\W\.vycL-,c.'»».*s«'5x 
be resorted to again. The resources ol p\3\>\\c IcJOc^ ax^ ^oiCiW ^^-' 
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scarcity of cash, aud an exuberance of paper, a subject of complaint 
in this nation. 

WeU I but a lessening of prodigal expenses, and the economy 
which has been introduced by the virtuous and sapient Assembly, 
makes amends for the losses sustained in the receipt of revenue. In 
this at least they have fulfilled the duty of a financier. Have 
those, who say so, looked at the expenses of the National Assembly 
itself, of the municipalities, of the city of Paris, of the increased pay 
of the two armies, of the new police, of the new judicatures ? Have 
they even carefully compared the present pension-list with the 
former? These politicians have been cruel, not economical. Com- 
paring the expenses of the former prodigal government and its relation 
to the then revenues with the expenses of this new system as opposed 
to the state of its new treasury, I believe the present will be found 
beyond all comparison more chargeable. 

It remains only to consider the proofs of financial ability furnished 
by the present French managers when they are to raise supplies on 
credit. Here I am a little at a stand ; for credit, properly speaking, 
they have none. The credit of the ancient government was not indeed 
the best ; but they could always, on some terms, command money, 
not only at home, but from most of the countries of Europe where a 
surplus capital was accumulated ; and the credit of that government 
improving daily. The establishment of a system of liberty would of 
course be supposed to g^ve it new strength ; and so it would actually 
have done, if a system of liberty had been established. What offers 
has their government of pretended liberty had from Holland, from 
Hamburg, from Switzerland, from Genoa, from England, for a deal- 
ing in their paper? Why should these nations of commerce and 
economy enter into any pecuniary dealings with a people who attempt 
to reverse the very nature of things ; amongst whom they see the 
debtor prescribing, at the point of the bayonet, the medium of his 
solvency to the creditor ; discharging one of his engagements with 
another ; turning his very penury into his resource ; and paying his 
interest with his rags ? 

Their fanatical confidence in the omnipotence of Church plunder, 
has induced these philosophers to overlook all care of the public 
estate, just as the dream of the philosopher's stone induces dupes^ 



220 BURKES REFLECTIONS 

under the more plausible delusion of the hermetic art, to neglect all 
rational means of improving their fortunes. With these philosophic 
financiers, this universal medicine made of Church mummy is to cure 
all the evils of the State. These gentlemen perhaps do not believe a 
great deal in the miracles of piety ; but it cannot be questioned, that 
they have an undoubting faith in the prodigies of sacrilege. Is there 
a debt which presses them — Issue assignais. Are compensations to 
be made, or a maintenance decreed to those whom they have robbed 
of their freehold in their office, or expelled from their profession 
— Assignats. Is a fleet to be fitted out — Assignats. If sixteen 
millions sterling of these assignats^ forced on the people, leave the 
wants of the State as urgent as ever — issue, says one, thirty millions 
sterling of assignats — says another, issue fourscore millions more of 
assignats. The only difference among their financial factions is on 
the greater or the lesser quantity of assignats to be imposed on the 
public sufferance. They are all professors of assignats. Even those, 
whose natural good sense and knowledge of commerce, not obliter- 
ated by philosophy, furnish decisive arguments against this delusion, 
conclude their arguments by proposing the emission of assignats. I 
suppose they must talk of assignats, as no other language would be 
understood. All experience of their inefficacy does not in the least 
discourage them. Are the old assignats depreciated at market? 
What is the remedy? Issue new assignats. — Mais si maladiat 
opiniatriay non vult se gat ire, quid illi Jaceref assignare—postea 
assignare ; ensuita assignare. The word is a trifle altered. The 
Latin of your present doctors may be better than that of your old 
comedy ; their wisdom, and the variety of their resources, are the 
same. They have not more notes in their song than the cuckoo ; 
though, far from the softness of that harbinger of summer and plenty, 
their voice is as harsh and as ominous as that of the raven. 

Who but the most desperate adventurers in philosophy and finance 
could at all have thought of destroying the settled revenue of the 
State, the sole securiry for the public credit, in the hope of rebuilding 
it with the materials of confiscated property? If, however, an ex- 
cessive zeal for the State should have led a pious and venerable pre- 
late (by anticipation a father of the Church*) to pillage his own 

♦ La Bruyere ot BossueV. 
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order, and, for the good of the Church and people, to take upon him- 
self the place of grand financier of confiscation, and comptroller- 
general of sacrilege, he and his coadjutors were, m my opinion, 
bound to show, by their subsequent conduct, that they knew some- 
thing of the office they assumed. When they had resolved to ap- 
propriate to the Fisc a. certain portion of the landed property of their 
conquered country, it was their business to render their bank a real 
fund of credit, as far as such a bank "was capable of becoming so. 

To establish a current circulating credit upon any Land-batik, 
under any circumstances whatsoever, has hitherto proved difficult at 
the very least. The attempt has commonly ended in bankruptcy. 
But when the Assembly were led, through a contempt of moral, to a 
defiance of economical principles, it might at least have been expected, 
that nothing would be omitted on their part to lessen this difficulty, 
to prevent any aggravation of this bankruptcy. It might be expected 
that to render your Land-bank tolerable, every means would be 
adopted that could display openness and candour in the statement of 
the security ; everything which could aid the recovery of the de- 
mand. To take things in their most favourable point of view, your 
condition was that of a man of a large landed estate, which he wished 
to dispose of for the discharge of a debt, and the supply of certain 
services. Not being able instantly to sell, you wished to mortgage. 
What would a man of fair intentions, and a commonly clear imder- 
standing, do in such circumstances ? Ought he not first to ascertain 
the gross value of the estate ; the charges of its management and 
disposition ; the encumbrances perpetual and temporary of all kinds 
that affect it; then, striking a net surplus, to calculate the just 
value of the security? When that surplus (the only security to 
the creditor) had been clearly ascertained, and properly vested in 
the hands of trustees; then he would indicate the parcels to be 
sold, and the time and conditions of sale ; after this, he would ad- 
mit the public creditor, if he chose it, to subscribe his stock into 
this new fund ; or he might receive proposals for an assignat from 
those who would advance money to purchase this species of security. 

This would be to proceed like men of business, methodically and 
rationally ; and on the only principles of public and private credit 
that have an existence. The dealer would then know exacd^ >»*V>as^. 
he purchased; and the only doubt vAucVv c,Q\A.^\\accv^>a.v2J^^'*''^'^'^'^^ 
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This was manly. Who, after this masterly stroke, can doubt of their 
abilities in finance ? But then, before any other emission of these 
financial indulgences^ they took care at least to make good their 
original promise. If such estimate, either of the value of the estate 
or the amount of the encumbrances, has been made, it has escaped 
me. I never heard of it. 

At length they have spoken out, and they have made a full dis- 
covery of their abominable fraud, in holding out the Church lands as , 
a security for any debts or any service whatsoever. They rob only 
to enable them to cheat ; but in a very short time they defeat the 
ends both of the robbery and the fraud, by making out accounts for 
other purposes which blow up their whole apparatus of force and 
of deception. I am obliged to M. de Calonne for his reference to 
the document which proves this extraordinary fact ; it had by some 
means escaped me. Indeed it was not necessary to make out my 
assertion as to the breach of faith on the declaration of the 14th of 
April, 1790. By a report of their committee it now appears, that 
the charge of keeping up the reduced ecclesiastical establishments, 
and other expenses attendant on religion, and maintaining the re- 
ligions of both sexes, retained or pensioned, and the other concomi- 
tant expenses of the same nature, which they have brought upon 
themselves by this convulsion in property, exceeds the income of 
the estates acquired by it in the enormous sum of two millions 
sterling annually ; besides a debt of seven millions and upwards ! 
These are the calculating powers of imposture ! This is the finance 
of philosophy ! This is the result of all the delusions held out to 
engage a miserable people in rebellion, murder, and sacrilege, and 
to make them prompt and zealous instruments in the ruin of their 
country ! Never did a State, in any case, enrich itself by the confis- 
cations of the citizens. This new experiment has succeeded like all 
the rest. Every honest mind, every true lover of liberty and human- 
ity, must rejoice to find that injustice is not always good policy, nor 
rapine the high road to riches. 

In order to persuade the world of the bottomless resource of 
ecclesiastical confiscation, the Assembly has proceeded to other con- 
fiscations of estates in offices, which could not be done with any 
common colour without being compensated out of this ^^\\si. c'jssjS^^- 
cation of landed property. They have tYvrOYitv >3:^otv ^vs. VvasA,-'**^^^' 
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in France. They cannot rllse supplies ; but they can raise mobs. 
Let them rejoice in the applauses of the club at Dundee, for their 
wisdom and patriotism in having thus applied the plunder of the 
citizens to the service of the State. I hear of no address upon this 
subject from the directors of the Bank of England ; though their 
approbation would be of a little more weight in the scale of credit 
than that of the club at Dundee. Rut> to do justice to the club, I 
believe the gentlemen who compose it to be wiser then they appear ; 
that they will be less liberal of their money than of their addresses ; and 
that they would not give a dog's-ear of their most rumpled and ragged 
Scotch paper for twenty of your fairest assignats. 

Early in this year the Assembly issued paper to the amount of six- 
teen millions sterling : What must have been the state into which the 
Assembly has brought your affairs, that the relief afforded by so vast 
a supply has been hardly perceptible? This paper also felt an 
almost immediate depreciation of five per cent., which in little time 
came to about seven. ,- The effect of these assignats on the receipt of 
the revenue is remarkable. M. Necker found that the collectors of 
the revenue, who received in coin, paid the treasury in assignats. 
The collectors made seven per cent, by thus receiving in money, and 
accounting in depreciated paper. It was not very difficult to foresee, 
that this must be inevitable. It was, however, not the less embarrass- 
ing. M. Necker was obliged (I believe, for a considerable part, in 

• the market of London) to buy gold and silver for the mint, which 
amounted to about twelve thousand pounds above the value of the 
commodity gained. That minister was of opinion, that whatever 
their secret nutritive virtue might be, the State could not live upon 
assignats alone ; that some real silver was necessary, particularly for 
the satisfaction of those who, having iron in their hands, were not 
likely to distinguish themselves for patience, when they should per- 

. ceive that whilst an increase of pay was held out to them in real 
money, it was again to be fraudulently drawn back by depreciated 
paper. The minister, in this very natural distress, applied to the As- 
sembly, that they should order the collectors to pay in specie what in 
specie they had received. It could not escape him, that if the treasury 
paid three per cent, for the use of a currency, which should be re- 
turned seven per cent, worse than the minister vssw^^i \\.,^>M2c\.'a.^'K^- 
ing could not wcry greatly tend to enrich 0\fe ^\jXJ^c. '^Vt Nssr.\s5s^^ 
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fraud there was no mixture of force. This was reserved to our time, 
to quench the little glimmerings of reason which might break in upon 
the solid darkness of this enlightened age. 

• On recollection, I have said nothing of a scheme of finance which 
may be urged in favour of the abilities of these gentlemen, and which 
has been introduced with great pomp, though not yet finally adopted in 
the National Assembly. It comes with something solid in aid of the 
credit of the paper circulation ; and much has been said of its utility 
and its elegance. I mean the project for coining into money the bells 
of the suppressed churches. This is their alchymy. There are 
some follies which baffle argument ; which go beyond ridicule ; and 
which excite no feeling in us but disgust ; and therefore I say no 
more upon it. 

It is as little worth remarking any further upon all their drawing 
and re-drawing, on their circulation for putting off the evil day, on 
the play between the treasury and the Caisse aTEscotnpte, and on 
all these old exploded contrivances of mercantile fraud, now exalted 
into policy of State. The revenue will not be trifled with. The prat- 
tling about the rights of men will not be accepted in payment for a 
biscuit or a pound of gunpowder. Here then the metaphysicians de- 
scend from their airy speculations, and faithfully follow examples. 
What examples? the examples of bankrupts. But, defeated, baffled, 
disgraced, when their breath, their strength, their inventions, their 
fancies desert them, their confidence still maintains its ground. In 
the manifest failure of their abilities they take credit for their be- 
nevolence. When the revenue disappears in their hands, they have 
the presumption, in some of their late proceedings, to value t/tem- 
selves on the relief given to the people. They did not relieve the 
people. If they entertained such intentions, why did they order the 
obnoxious taxes to be paid ? The people relieved themselves in spite 
of the Assembly. 

But waiving all discussion on the parties, who may claim the merit 
of this fallacious relief, has there been, in effect, any relief to the 
people in any form? M. Bailly, one of the grand agents of paper 
circulation, lets you into the nature of this relief. His speech to the 
National Assembly contained a high and laboured panegyric on the 
inhabitants of Paris for the constancy and unbroken resoVvvvvci^W-sjCs^. 
which they have borne their distress a.wd m\?>^x^ . K ^^n^ -sj\5:>>ax^ 's?^ 
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public felicity ! What ! great courage and unconquerable firmness of 
mind to endure benefits, and sustain redress ! One would think from 
the speech of this learned Lord Mayor, that the Parisians, for this 
twelvemonth past, had been suffering the straits of some dreadf\il 
blockade ; that Henry the Fourth had been stopping up the avenues 
to their supply, and Sully thundering with his ordnance at the gates 
of Paris ; when in reality they are besieged by no other enemies than 
their own madness and folly, their own credulity and perverseness. 
Rut M. Bailly will sooner thaw the eternal ice of his Atlantic regions, 
than restore the central heat to Paris, whilst it remains ' smitten 
with the cold, dry, petrific mace ' of a false and unfeeling philoso- 
phy. Some time after this speech, that is, on the thirteenth of last 
August, the same magistrate, giving an account of his government at 
the bar of the same Assembly, expresses himself as follows : ' In the 
nxonth of July, 1789' [the period of everlasting commemoration], ' the 
finances of the city of Paris were yet in good order ; the expenditure 
was coimterbalanced by the receipt, and she had at that time a 
million [forty thousand pounds sterling] in bank. The expenses 
which she has been constrained to incur, subsequent to the Revolutioti^ 
amount to 2,500,000 livres. From these expenses, and the great 
falling off in the product of the^ free gifts, not only a momentary but 
a total vranX. of money has taken place.' This is the Paris upon 
whose nourishment, in the coiirse of the last year, such immense 
sums, drawn from the vitals of all France, has been expended. As 
long as Paris stands in the place of ancient Rome, so long she will be 
maintained by the subject provinces. It is an evil inevitably attend- 
ant on the dominion of sovereign democratic repubhcs. As it hap- 
pened in Rome, it may survive that republican domination which 
gave rise to it. In that case despotism itself must submit to the vices 
of popularity. Rome, under her emperors, united the evils of both 
' systems ; and this unnatural combination was one great cause of her 
ruin. 

To tell the people that they are relieved by the dilapidation of 
their public estate, is a cruel and insolent imposition. Statesmen, 
before they valued themselves on the relief given to the people, by 
the destruction of their revenue, ought first to have carefully attend- 
ee/ to the solution of this problem :— Whether it be more advauta- 
geous to the people to pay considerab\y,audto g^^mvcv^Q^ortion ; or 



ON THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 229 

to gain little or nothing, and to be disburdened of all contribution ? 
My mind is made up to decide in favour of the first proposition. 
Experience is with me, and, I believe, the best opinions also. To 
keep a balance between the power of acquisition on the part of the 
subject, and the demands he is to answer on the part of the State, is 
a fundamental part of the skill of a true politician. The means of 
acquisition are prior in time and in arrangement. Good order is the 
foundation of all good things. To be enabled to acquire, the people, 
without being servile, must be tractable and obedient. The magis- 
trate must have his reverence, the laws their authority. The body of 
the people must not find the principles of natural subordination by 
art rooted out of their minds. They must respect that property of 
which they cannot partake. They must labour to obtain what by 
labour can be obtained ; and when they find, as they commonly do, 
the success disproportioned to the endeavour, they must be taught 
their consolation in the final proportions of eternal justice. Of this 
consolation, whoever deprives them, deadens their industry, and 
strikes at the root of all acquisition as of all conservation. He that 
does this is the cruel oppressor, the merciless enemy of the poor and 
wretched ; at the same time that by his wicked speculations he ex- 
poses the fruits of successful industry, and the accumulations of for- 
tune, to the plunder of ahe negligent, the disappointed, and the 
unprosperous. 

Too many of the financiers by profession are apt to see nothing in 
revenue, but banks, and circulations, and annuities on lives, and 
tontines, and perpetual rents, and all the small wares of the shop. 
In a settled order of the State, these things are not to be slighted, nor 
is the skill in them to be held of trivial estimation. They are 
good, but then only good, when they assume the effects of that set- 
tled order, and are built upon it. But when men think that these 
beggarly contrivances may supply a resource for the evils which re- 
sult from breaking up the foundations of public order, and from caus- 
ing or suffering the principles of property to be subverted, they will, 
in the ruin of their country, leave a melancholy and lasting monu- 
ment of the effect of preposterous politics, and presiunptuous, short- 
sighted, narrow-minded wisdom. 

'I'he effects of the incapacity shown by the popular Its. -^.W ^Jc^sL 
great members of the commouwe»\v\v socc \.Q\i^ ^vis«ixv^v^ "^-^"^ "^^^ 
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* yAutX-'jutug name* of liberty. In tome pcojAc I bcc great liberty 
tud««d ; ta /nznXf if ooC in the tofjU, an opprcsstive degrading 
Mrrviiude. But wfut i» liberty without wisdoxn, and without virtue f 
It i» Ox greatest of all pocsiUe evils ; for it is foUy, vice, and mad- 
nc^b, without tuition or restraint. Those who know what virtuous 
liberty ih, cannot bear to see it disgraced by incapable heads, on 
acc^mnt of their having high-sounding words in their mouths. 
Grand, swelling sentiments of Uberty, I am sure I do not despise. 
Tlicy warm the heart : they enlarge and liberalise our minds ; they 
aniuiate our courage in a time of conflict. Old as I am, I read the 
fine raptures of Lucan and Comeille with pleasure. Neither do I 
wholly condemn the little arts and devices of popularity. They 
faciliute the carrying of many points of moment ; they keep the 
people Uigether ; they refresh the mind in its exertions ; and they 
diffuse occasi<mal gaiety over the severe brow of moral freedom. 
Kvcry politician ought to sacrifice to the graces ; and to join com- 
pliance with reason. But in such an undertaking as that in France, 
all thettc subsidiary sentiments and artifices are of little avail. To 
make a government requires no great prudence. Settle the seat of 
power ; teach obedience : and the work is done. To give freedom 
is htill more easy. It is not necessary to guide ; it only requires 
to let go the rein. But to form a free governtnent; that is, to 
temper together these opposite elements of liberty and restraint in 
one coDbiiitent work, requires much thought, deep reflection, a 
sagociouK, powerful, and combining mind. This I do not find in 
those who take the lead in the National Assembly. Perhaps they 
«i'c not so niihcrably deficient as they appear. I rather believe it. 
It would put them below the common level of human understanding. 
But when the leaders choose to make themselves bidders at an 
auction uf popularity, their talcnt.s, in the construction of the State, 
will bo of no service. They will become flatterers instead of legis- 
lators ; the inHtrunientH, not the guides of the people. If any of 
thorn shoulil happen to propose a scheme of liberty, soberly limited, 
aiul defined with proper qualifications, he will be immediately out- 
bid by bin competitors, who will produce something more splendidly 
popular, SuNpii:ious will be raised of his fidelity to his cause. 
MihhvMUm will bt: stigmalixed us the virtue of cowards, and com- 
fiioiniite UH the j»nulcntc of irailov* ; v\uu\, u\ \\ov^s of preserving the 
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serve consistency by varying his means to secure the unity of hU 
end ; and, when the equipoise of the vessel in which he sails maybe 
endangered by overloading it upon one side, is desirous of carrying 
the small weight of his reasons to that which may preserve its 
equipoise. 
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FROM 'A LETTER TO A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.' 



I'he Assembly recommends to its youth a study of the bold 
experimenters in morality. Everybody knows that there is a great 
dispute among their leaders, which of them is the best resemblance 
of Rousseau. In truth, they all resemble him. His blood they 
transfuse into their minds and into their manners. Him they study ; 
,him they meditate ; him they turn over in all the time they can spare 
from the laborious mischief of the day, or the debaucheries of the 
night Rousseau is their canon of holy writ ; he is their standard of 
perfection. To this man and this writer, as a pattern to authors and 
to Frenchmen, the fbunderies of Paris are now running for statues, 
with the kettles of their poor and the bells of their churches. If an 
author had written like a great genius on geometry, though his 
morals were vicious in the extreme, it might be said, that in voting 
the' statue, they honoured only the geometrician. But Rousseau is 
a moralist, or he is nothing. It is impossible, therefore, to mistake 
their design in choosing the author, with whom they have begun to 
recommend a course of studies. 

Their great problem is to find a substitute for all the principles 

which hitherto have been employed to regulate the human will and 

action. They find dispositions in the mind of such force and quality 

as may fit men, far better than the old morality, for the purposes of a 

state such as theirs, and may go mucH Cuclher in supporting their 
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power and destroying their enemies. They have therefore chosen a 
selfish, flattering, seductive, ostentatious vice, in the place of plain 
duty. True humility, the basis of the Christian system, is the low 
but deep and firm foundation of all real virtue. But this, as very 
painful in the practice, and little imposing in the appearance, they 
have totally discarded. Their object is to merge all natural and all 
social sentiment in inordinate vanity. In a small degree, and con- 
versant in little things, vanity is of little moment. When full-grown, 
it is the worst of vices, and the occasional mimic of them all. It 
makes the whole man false. It leaves nothing sincere or trustworthy 
about him. His best qualities are poisoned and perverted by it, and 
operate exactly as the worst. When your rulers had many writers 
as immoral as the object of their statue, they chose Rousseau, be- 
cause in him that peculiar vice, which they wished to erect into a 
ruling virtue, was by far the most conspicuous. 

We have had the great professor and founder of the philosophy 
of vanity in England. As I had good opportunities of knowing his 
proceedings almost from day to day, he left no doubt on my mind 
that he entertained no principle, either to influence, his heart or to 
guide his understanding, but vanity. With this vice he was pos- 
sessed to a degree little short of madness. It is from the same 
deranged, eccentric vanity, that this, the insane Socrates of the 
National Assembly, was impelled to publish a mad confession of his 
mad faults, and to attempt a new sort of glory from bringing hardily 
to light the obscure and vulgar vices, which we know may sometimes 
be blended with eminent talents. He has not observed the nature of 
vanity, who does not know that it is omnivorous ; that it has no 
choice in its food ; that it is fond of talking even of its own faults 
and vices, as what will excite surprise and draw attention, and what 
will pass, at worst, for openness and candour. 

It was this abuse and perversion which vanity makes even of 
hypocrisy, that has driven Rousseau to record a life not so much as 
chequered or spotted here and there with virtues, or even distin- 
guished by a single good action. It is such a life he chooses to offer 
to the attention of mankind. It is such a life that with a wild de- 
fiance he flings in the face of his Creator, whom he acknowledges 
only to brave. Your Assembly, knowing how much more powerCvik 
example is found than precept, Vvas cVvoswv. ^v?» \Eiasv S^st "a^. \sisaftis^^« 
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between parents and children is the first amongst the elements of 
vulgar, natural morality, — they erect statues to a wild, ferocious, 
low-minded, hard-hearted father, of fine general feelings ; a lover 
of his kind, but a hater of his kindred. Your masters reject the 
duties of this vulgar relation, as contrary to liberty ; as not founded 
on the social compact ; and not binding according to the rights of 
men ; because the relation is not, of course, the result of free elec' 
Hon : — never so on the side of the children ; not always on the part 
of the parents. 

The next relation which they regenerate by their statues to 
Rousseau, is that which is next in sanctity to that of a father. They 
differ from those old-fashioned thii>kers, who considered pedagogues 
as sober and venerable characters, and allied to the parental. In 
this age of light, they teach the people that preceptors ought to be 
in the place of gallants. They systematically corrupt a very cor- 
ruptible race ; a set of pert, petulant literators, to whom, instead of 
their proper but severe and unostentatious duties, they assign the 
brilliant part of men of wit and pleasure ; — of gay, young, military 
sparks, and danglers at toilets. They call on the rising generation 
in France to take a sympathy in the adventures and fortunes, and 
they endeavour to engage their sensibility on the side of pedagogues 
who betray the most awful family trusts, and vitiate their female 
pupils. They teach the people that the debauchers of virgins, almost 
in the arms of their parents, may be safe inmates in the houses, 
and even fit guardians of the honour, of those husbands who succeed 
legally to the office which the young literators had pre-occupied, 
without asking leave of law or conscience. 

Thus they dispose of all the family relations of parents and chil- 
dren, husbands and wives. Through this same instructor, by whom 
they corrupt the morals, they also corrupt the taste. Taste and 
elegance, though they are reckoned only among the smaller and 
secondary morals, yet are of no mean importance in the regulation 
of life. A moral taste is not of force to turn vice into virtue ; but it 
recommends virtue with something like the blandishments of plea- 
sure ; and it infinitely abates the evils of vice. Rousseau, a writer 
of great force and vivacity, is totally destitute of taste in any sense 
of the word. Your masters, who are his scholars, conceive that all 
refinement has an ari.stocratic char3LCX.eT. T\vt\asX ^%^\v*a.^ ^-siNs^s^'^^ 
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all its powers in giving a grace and nobleness to our natural appe- 
titeSy and in raising them into a higher class and order than seemed 
justly to belong to them. Through Rousseau, your masters are re- 
solved to destroy these aristocratic prejudices. The passion called 
love has so general and powerful an influence ; it makes so much of 
the entertainment, |md indeed so much of the x>ccupation, of that 
part of life which decides the character for ever, that the mode and 
the principles on which it engages the sympathy and strikes the 
imagination, become of the utmost importance to the morals and 
manners of every society. Your rulers were well aware of this ; and 
in their system of changing your manners to accommodate them to 
their politics, they found nothing so convenient as Rousseau. 
Through him they teach men to love after the fashion of philoso- 
phers ; that is, they teach to men, to Frenchmen, a love without 
gallantry ; a love without anything of that fine flower of youthful 
ness and gentility, which places it, if not among the virtues, among 
the ornaments of life. Instead of this passion, naturally allied to 
grace and manners, they infuse into their youth an unfashioned, in- 
delicate, sour, gloomy, ferocious m*^dley of pedantry and lewdness ; 
of metaphysical speculations blended with the coarsest sensuality. 
Such is the general morality of the passions to be found in their 
famous philosopher, in his famous work of philosophic gallantry, the 

Nouvelle Eloise 

I have often wondered how this writer comes to be so much more 
admired and followed on the continent than he is with us. Perhaps 
a secret charm in the language may have its share in this extraor- 
dinary diflference. . . . Not that I consider him as wholly destitute 
of just notions : he is sometimes moral, and moral in a very sublime 
strain. But the general spirit and tendency of his works is mis- 
chievous ; and the more mischievous for this mixture ; for perfect 
depravity of sentiment is not reconcileable with eloquence ; and the 
mind would reject and throw off with disgust a lesson of pure and 
unmixed evil. These writers make even virtue a pander to vice. 

' However, I less consider the author than the system of the 

Assembly in perverting morality through his means. This I confess 

/nakes me nearly despair of any attempt upon the minds of their 

followers through reason, honour, or conscience. The great object 

of your tyrants is to destroy the gentlemen o{ Vtawce; and for that 
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purpose they destroy, to the best of their power, all the effect of 
those relations which may render considerable men either powerful 
or even safe. To destroy that order they vitiate the whole com- 
munity. By the false sympathies of this Nouvelle Eloise they 
endeavour to subvert those principles of domestic trust and fidelity, 
which form the discipline of social life. . . . For the like end, they 
strive to destroy that tribunal of conscience which exists independ- 
ently of edicts and decrees. Your despots govern by terror. They 
know that he who truly fears God fears nothing else ; and therefore 
they aim to eradicate from the mind, through the writings of 
Voltaire, Helvetius, and the rest of that infamous gang, that only 
sort of fear which generates true courage. Their object is, that 
their fellow-citizens may be under the dominion of no awe, but that 
which is inspired by their Committee' of Public Safety, with its 
lanteme and its guillotine. 



THE END. 
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